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1. RESPONSIBILITIES OF RESPONDENTS 
Respondents are reminded that it is their responsibility to: 

 Read carefully all of the content of this entire Request for Proposal (RFP) document. 

 Send all questions and requests for clarifications to the Sierra Valley Groundwater 
Management District (District) email by due date in order for a response (see Sections 7 
and 8 of this RFP for date and direction). 

 Be complete, address all requirements, follow all procedures, and submit all responses by 
the required dates and times. 

2. INTRODUCTION 
The District is seeking qualified consulting firms to provide professional services including project 
management, technical services, and stakeholder engagement and facilitation for the 
development and completion of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Sierra Valley 
Subbasin (SVSB) by the State-mandated deadline of January 31, 2022.  

The District is looking to contract with a consultant that has several years of extensive experience 
in project management and groundwater management for complex projects in the public sector, 
in addition to experience with SGMA compliance and/or similar regulatory programs.  The team 
will require necessary credentials identified by the California Department of Water Resources 
(DWR) and SGMA for developing a Groundwater Sustainability Plan including a registered 
professional engineer or geologist who is licensed by the state and a professional facilitator who 
will guide the stakeholder engagement / outreach process. 

The successful respondent will be required to enter into an agreement with the District for 
services requested in this RFP immediately following the award. Respondents must be prepared 
to use the District’s standard agreement form. The agreement will include terms appropriate for 
this project. Generally, the terms of the agreement will include, but are not limited to: (1) 
completion of the project within the timeframe provided; (2) no additional work authorized 
without prior written approval; (3) no payment without prior written approval; (4) contingent 
upon funding availability through the District’s Proposition 68 grant award; (5) ability of 
consultant to carry 10% retention until project completion (project completion is anticipated in 
October 2022); (6) quarterly invoicing; (7) non-reimbursable travel expenses; (8) termination of 
agreement under certain conditions; and (9) minimum appropriate insurance requirements.  

The District intends to enter into an agreement with the selected respondent substantially in the 
form of the Professional Service Agreement (see Appendix A). Respondents should list any 
exception(s) to the Professional Service Agreement in a separate section of their proposal. 
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3. BACKGROUND AND PROJECT SCOPE 
The District, on behalf of the two Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) in the SVSB, 
received a Proposition 68 grant for a project entitled, “Sierra Valley Subbasin GSP Development.” 
Most of SVSB is within the jurisdiction of the District. However, there is a small area of SVSB 
outside the boundaries of the District and within Plumas County. The District and Plumas County 
are both GSAs in SVSB. The two public agencies signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
to, “facilitate a cooperative and ongoing working relationship to develop a single Sierra Valley 
GSP that will allow compliance with SGMA and state law.”  

The project’s goal is to create and begin to implement a GSP to move the Subbasin toward 
groundwater sustainability in a cost-effective, efficient, and practical manner; protect and 
support the region’s unique ranching, environmental, ecological and cultural heritage; and 
complement and leverage regional efforts associated with improving land and water 
management. To achieve this goal, the project has several categories, as described below: 

 **Category (a): Grant Agreement Administration. This category ensures that the District 
has a qualified, experienced professionals in place to guide GSP planning and 
development through April 2022 and GSP implementation and adaptive management 
strategies (see Category (d)) through October 2022. 

 **Category (b): Stakeholder Engagement / Outreach. This category ensures that the 
District guarantees effective stakeholder engagement in the development of the GSP. 

 **Category (c): GSP Development. This category assures the completion of a legally 
defensible GSP for the Subbasin by the submission deadline of January 31, 2022 and 
reporting and administrative deliverables completion by April 2022. 

 Category (d): GSP Implementation (Monitoring / Assessment). This category develops 
adaptive management programs and strategies to support GSP implementation with 
contract completion by October 2022. 

**This RFP pertains only to project Categories (a), (b), and (c). 

Category (a) provides overall grant agreement management. For this project, the prime 
consultant will serve as the General Project Manager (General-PM) leading the consultant team. 
The prime consultant is expected to play a pivotal role in fostering effective groundwater 
planning for the Subbasin, and to be responsive to the needs of the GSAs within SVSB.  

Specifically, the prime consultant will manage overall project implementation to keep all 
categories progressing on schedule and all deliverables completed and submitted in accordance 
with the District’s agreement with DWR. Because the District has minimal staff, the General-PM 
will serve as the primary liaison between the District and DWR, and between the consulting team 
and the District. 
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Categories (b) and (c) comprise all of the requirements for developing the GSP as defined in the 
legislation and summarized in DWR guidance documents for GSP submittal, including: 

 Outreach, stakeholder engagement, and facilitation 

 Administrative Information 

 Subbasin Setting 

 Sustainable Management Criteria 

 Monitoring Networks 

 Projects and Management Actions 

 Technical and Reporting Standards 

While the scope of work for Category (d) is not part of this RFP, this RFP does include the overall 
General-PM role (Category (a) responsibilities) for Category (d). 

4. CONTENT AND FORMAT FOR PROPOSALS 
Responses to this RFP must be made according to the requirements set forth in this section. 
Failure to adhere to these requirements may be grounds for disqualification of the submittal. 

The proposal must be formatted for 8-1/2” x 11” sheet size; 11” x 17” sheet size may be used for 
charts, figures, or maps, as appropriate. Text should be 12-point font, Calibri font style.  

The District must receive all submissions electronically as a single .pdf file by email on or before 
Friday, June 26, 2020 by 5:00 PM.   

Send submissions to: 

Jenny Gant, Board Clerk 
Sierra Valley Groundwater Management District 
sierravalleygmd@sbcglobal.net 

The record of the email sent by the respondent with the date/time received by the Board Clerk 
will be sufficient for meeting the deadline.  The District’s Board Clerk will send a reply email 
confirmation to all proposal respondents within two business days of the submission deadline. 

Submissions shall include the following information as a single .pdf electronic file, in the order 
listed, in a clear and concise format.  Submissions may also include color charts and graphs. 

1. Cover Letter. Shall be a maximum of two (2) pages and shall include: 

• Name and address of the respondent submitting the proposal; 

• Name, address, and telephone number of the respondent’s authorized signatory; 

• Signature by the respondent’s authorized signatory;  

• Respondent’s federal tax ID number;  

• List of subconsultants included in the team, if any; and 

• Statement that the proposal is valid for 90 days after the submission deadline. 
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2. Table of Contents. Shall be detailed and include an outline of the RFP submittal, identified 
by sequential page number and by section reference number and section title, as 
described therein. No page limit.  

3. Project Scope of Work (SOW), Schedule, and Budget.  Shall be a maximum of ten (10) 
pages describing and including the following sections (see Appendix B for Proposition 68 
Grant Agreement between DWR and the District for pre-negotiated Exhibit A – Work Plan, 
Exhibit B – Budget, and Exhibit C – Schedule): 

• Project Understanding.  (Maximum 1 page).  Shall summarize the respondent’s 
project understanding regarding SGMA compliance and implementation and their 
role in completing Categories (a), (b), and (c) and serving as the General-PM for 
Category (d) (see Appendix B for Proposition 68 Grant Agreement). 

• Project Management Tools.  (Maximum 1 page). Shall provide a summary of 
management tools the respondent will employ to coordinate the project and to 
keep it on schedule. 

• SOW Overview and Recommendations. (Maximum 2 pages).  Shall provide a 
narrative discussion of the DWR and District pre-negotiated SOW as presented 
(see Appendix B for Proposition 68 Grant Agreement Exhibit A – Work Plan) for 
Categories (a), (b), and (c), along with project management for Category (d), and 
identify key critical path items. 

• Unique Issues Related to Sierra Valley.  (Maximum 2 pages). Shall discuss cultural, 
physical, and hydrologically unique issues and characteristics of Sierra Valley that 
will affect implementation of SGMA and the development of the GSP in Sierra 
Valley. Consider the role of stakeholders under Category (b) (see Appendix C). 

• Schedule Discussion.  (Maximum 2 pages).  Shall expand upon the DWR and 
District pre-negotiated Exhibit C – Schedule (see Appendix B for Proposition 68 
Grant Agreement) with schedule start and end dates for deliverables, by category, 
and provide a narrative of schedule dependencies for project success. 

• Budget Justification.  (Maximum 2 pages). Shall expand upon the DWR and District 
pre-negotiated Exhibit B – Budget (see Appendix B for Proposition 68 Grant 
Agreement) with costs for deliverables, by category, and provide a budget 
justification discussing all team members, their roles, and estimated budget 
distribution. 

4. Respondent’s Experience Summary. Shall be a maximum of eight (8) pages (not including 
resumes and organization chart) and include the following sections: 

• Team Organization Chart and Leadership.  (1 page of text plus organization chart).  
Shall provide an organization chart describing the entire team, responsibilities by 
team member, and project leadership. Also, shall include a narrative discussing 
team organization and management. 
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• Relevant Project Experience and Client References.  (Maximum 6 pages). Shall 
provide a list of projects of similar complexity and scale including the project title, 
the client, the respondent’s role, the respondent’s budget (estimated), the total 
project budget (estimated), a project summary demonstrating the respondent’s 
experience in carrying out the tasks related to the Project SOW, and a client 
reference involved with project oversight. Preferable projects listed would be 
from government agencies wherein similar services were performed. A key item 
to demonstrate is evidence of successfully completing projects on time and on 
budget. For each project client reference, the name, address, title, telephone 
number, and email address must be provided. 

• Resumes.  Each resume shall be a maximum of 4 pages and shall be provided for 
all key personnel identified on the organization chart. Resumes shall describe 
related ongoing and past projects completed along with a discussion comparing 
similarities with this proposed project, specifically, providing comprehensive 
narratives illustrating the contractor’s experience in developing and completing 
GSPs and other SGMA (or similar regulatory efforts in scale) activities. 

5. Respondent’s Credentials. The respondent shall provide documentation of team 
members’ certifications including a registered professional engineer or geologist who is 
licensed by the state in a leadership role and a professional facilitator who will guide the 
stakeholder engagement / outreach process. 

6. Sample Deliverable. Shall include one (1) sample deliverable the respondent has recently 
completed for similar projects. Sample must be work in which the key personnel on the 
respondent’s team had a major role demonstrating typical work product quality. A brief 
description of the sample deliverable shall be contained in the body of the submission 
and the sample deliverable document shall be an appendix to the respondent’s proposal.  

7. Billing Rates. Shall provide a current billing rate schedule for all team members listed on 
the Organizational Chart. 

8. Conflict of Interest. Shall provide a statement that discloses any past, on-going, or 
potential conflicts of interest that the respondent, respondent’s team, or individual(s) 
associated may have as a result of performing work in response to this RFP. 

9. Exception(s) to the Professional Service Agreement. List any/all exception(s) to the 
District’s Professional Service Agreement (see Appendix A).  

5. REFERENCE MATERIALS 
Two recent publicly available reports have been developed for Sierra Valley, sustainable 
groundwater and SGMA. 

• Bachand, P.A.M., Burt, K.S., Carlton, S. and Bachand, S.M., 2020. Sierra Valley, CA–A 
white paper on the opportunities and challenges for management of groundwater under 
SGMA. http://aquaticcommons.org/27006/1/SV%20White%20Paper%202020-02-
14%20BA%20SECURE.pdf 
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• Bachand, P.A.M. and Burt, K.S. and Carlton, S. and Bachand, S.M. (2020) Groundwater 
relationships to pumping, precipitation and geology in high-elevation basin, Sierra 
Valley, CA. Davis, CA, Bachand & Associates, 
58pp.  http://aquaticcommons.org/27004/1/Sierra%20Valley%20Recharge%20FINAL%2
02020-03-10%20SECURE.pdf 

The above reports identify all reference materials used in their development.  Key additional 
supporting reports are as follows: 

• Audubon. 2008.  Important Bird Areas:  Sierra Valley, California.  Plumas 
Audubon.  https://www.audubon.org/important-bird-areas/sierra-valley. 

• Bohm, B.  2016c. Forest and Water Balances, an Exploratory Study: Concepts of the 
Upper Feather River Basin Uplands Hydrology. Draft, June 29, 2016.  Appendix 3-2. 
UFRRWMG, IRMW. http://featherriver.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Appendix-3-2-
Forest-and-Water-Balance-Study-1.pdf 

• Technical Hydrologic Evaluations conducted for Sierra Valley available on the Sierra 
Valley Groundwater Management District website 
(https://www.sierravalleygmd.org/district-water-levels-reports) 

o Schmidt, K.D., 2003. Hydrogeology and Groundwater Monitoring in Sierra Valley. 
198 – 2003.  Kenneth D. Schmidt and Associates. May 2003. 

o Schmidt, K.D., 2005. Sierra Valley Hydrogeologic Studies. 2003 – 2005. Kenneth 
D. Schmidt and Associates. May 2005. 

o Schmidt, K.D., 2012. Hydrogeologic Evaluation for Sierra Valley. 2005 – 2011.  
Kenneth D. Schmidt and Associates. May 2012.  

o Schmidt, K.D., 2015. Hydrogeologic Evaluation for Sierra Valley. 2012 – 2014. 
Kenneth D. Schmidt and Associates. May 2015.  

o Schmidt, K.D., 2017. Hydrogeologic Evaluation for Sierra Valley.  2015 – 2016. 
Kenneth D. Schmidt and Associates. July 2017 

• DWR.  1983. Sierra Valley Ground Water Study. Memorandum Report. June 
1983.  https://www.sierravalleygmd.org/files/14a145e15/1983+DWR+Groundwater+Stu
dy.pdfUFRRWMG, 2016.  

• Upper Feather River Integrated Regional Water Management Plan, Update 2016. Upper 
Feather River Regional Water Management Group; Uma Hinman Consulting. November 
2016. http://featherriver.org/ufr-irwm-plan/ 

• Sierra Valley Groundwater Basin Stakeholder Communications & Engagement Plan (see 
Appendix C). Prepared and accepted by the District. One of the Category (b) 
deliverables.  December 5, 2019 Draft version subject to change. 
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6. SELECTION PROCESS AND EVALUATION CRITERIA 
An evaluation panel will include representatives from the GSAs and the District GSP project team. 
The evaluation panel will review and rank proposals using the following Evaluation Criteria. The 
respondents with the highest three (3) scores will be invited to an interview where they will be 
asked to make a short presentation and respond to a standard set of questions, among other 
interview aspects. The respondent with the overall highest rating from the proposal review and 
interview will be selected to negotiate a Professional Service Agreement (see Appendix A) with 
the District. The District may discuss proposals and negotiate modifications as a part of the 
selection process. 

 

  

Task Subtasks
Part 1:  Proposal

1.  Cover Letter Required
2.  Table of Contents Required
3.  Project Scope of Work (SOW), Schedule, and Budget 105

Project Understanding 10
Project Management Tools 10
 SOW Overview and Recommendations 25
 Unique Issues Related to Sierra Valley 30
 Schedule  Discussion 10
 Budget Justification 20

4.  Respondent’s Experience Summary 70
Team Organization Chart and Leadership 10
Relevant Project Experience and Client 
References 40
Resumes  20

5.  Respondent’s Credentials Required
6.  Sample Deliverable 20 20
7.  Billing Rates Required
8.  Conflict of Interest Required
9. Exception(s) to the Professional Service Agreement As Needed
Total (Part 1) 195

Part 2: Interview
Presentation 45
Response to interview questions 50

Total (Part 2) 95
Total Maximum Points Combined 290

Maximum PointsEvaluation Criteria
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7. PROCUREMENT SCHEDULE 

Event Date/Time (Subject to Change) 
RFP publication Friday, May 22, 2020 
Final date to submit RFP questions and requests  
for clarifications to District 

Friday, June 5, 2020 at 5:00 PM 

District responses to RFP questions and clarifications  
via a RFP Addendum posted to District’s website 

Friday, June 12, 2020 by 5:00 PM 

RFP submission deadline Friday, June 26, 2020 at 5:00PM 
Preliminary evaluation and ranking of  
submittals completed with determination of  
top three (3) respondents 

Friday, July 10, 2020 

Interviews with top three (3) ranked  
respondents completed 

Friday, July 17, 2020 

Final evaluation of top three (3) respondents completed Friday, July 24, 2020 
Notice to selected respondent Monday, July 27, 2020 
Professional Service Agreement executed Monday, August 17, 2020 

8. DISTRICT CONTACT INFORMATION AND REQUESTS FOR CLARIFICATION 
Any and all communication regarding this solicitation shall be submitted in writing by email and 
directed to: 

Jenny Gant, Board Clerk 
Sierra Valley Groundwater Management District 
sierravalleygmd@sbcglobal.net 

The Board Clerk will serve as the District’s contact person during the RFP process. Do not contact 
other District employees or Board members, GSA personnel, or evaluation panel members. 

Questions and requests for clarification may only be submitted by email. Phone inquiries will not 
be answered. All questions and requests for clarification shall be submitted no later than Friday, 
June 5, 2020 at 5:00PM to sierravalleygmd@sbcglobal.net. Questions received after 5:00PM on 
June 5, 2020 will not be answered. 

To ensure all respondents receive consistent information, the District will provide one set of 
answers and clarifications by posting a RFP Addendum on the District’s website 
at https://www.sierravalleygmd.org by 5:00PM on Friday, June 12, 2020. 

It is the responsibility of all interested parties to access the District’s website for the information.  
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9. DISTRICT NOTICES 
All respondents to this RFP should note the following: 

a) All work performed for the Sierra Valley Groundwater Management District, including all 
documents associated with the project, shall become the exclusive property of the 
District. 

b) The selected consultant team is expected to perform and complete the project in its 
entirety and within the timeframes identified in the RFP. 

c) Any and all costs, including travel, arising from development and delivery of a response 
to this RFP incurred by any proposing respondent shall be borne by the respondent 
without reimbursement by the District. 

d) The selected respondent shall remain an independent contractor and is not a 
representative or employee of the District. The respondent agrees to file tax returns and 
pay all applicable taxes on amounts paid pursuant to the agreement. The respondent shall 
commit to maintaining all pertinent licenses and certifications throughout the course of 
the agreement. 

e) The opening of proposals in response to this solicitation is not subject to attendance by 
the general public. 

f) The successful respondent must be prepared to begin work promptly following execution 
of the agreement. 

g) Issuance of this solicitation in no way constitutes commitment by the District to award an 
agreement. If the District determines it is in its best interest to do so, the District may not 
select a respondent or execute an agreement. 

h) The District reserves the right to request additional information from respondents that 
have submitted a response to this solicitation and to enter into negotiations with more 
than one respondent. 

i) The District reserves the right to reject any or all submittals received if the District 
determines that it is in its best interest to do so. Further, the District may cancel or amend 
this solicitation at any time and may submit similar solicitations in the future. 

j) The District may reject any submittal that does not meet all of the mandatory 
requirements of this solicitation. 

k) The District may request clarification of any submitted information, may request 
additional information on any or all responses provided, and may waive minor 
inconsistencies deemed to be irrelevant. 

l) The withdrawal of any submittal by a respondent must be made in writing prior to the 
required submission date and time, and must be signed by the respondent. An error in a 
submission may cause the rejection of that submittal. However, the respondent may 
reissue a new or modified submittal prior to the date and time required for submission. 
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10. DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 
All information and materials submitted to the District in response to this RFP may be reproduced 
by the District for the purpose of providing copies to authorized personnel involved in the 
evaluation of the proposals, but shall be exempt from public inspection under the California 
Public Records Act until such time as an agreement is executed. Once an agreement is executed, 
proposals submitted in response to this RFP are subject to public disclosure as required by law. 
Respondents’ submission of a proposal is considered their consent to the District’s disclosure of 
the proposal. The District shall not be liable for disclosure of any information or records related 
to this procurement.  

11. CONTRACTING 
Contracting will follow the District’s Purchasing Policy.  

Once the District has noticed the selected respondent, a meeting will be scheduled with the 
District and consultant where the schedule will be confirmed and the scope of work and budget 
will be discussed and finalized before the execution of the agreement. 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

THE SIERRA VALLEY GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 
AND 

____________________  
FOR SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER SERVICES 

THIS AGREEMENT for services associated with sustainable groundwater services 
is entered into this ___ day of _______________ 2020, by and between the Sierra Valley 
Groundwater Management District (District) and ____________________ (Contractor).  

SECTION 1.  SERVICES. 
Subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement, Contractor shall 

provide to District the services as follows: 

Professional services, including project management, technical services, and 
stakeholder engagement and facilitation, for the development and completion of a 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Sierra Valley Subbasin (SVSB).  The 
services to be provided are further described in Exhibit A (Scope of Services) attached 
hereto and hereby incorporated herein. 

1.1 Term of Services. The term of this Agreement shall begin on 
____________, and terminate on ____________. 

1.2 Standard of Performance.  Contractor shall perform all services required 
pursuant to this Agreement in the manner and according to the standards observed by a 
competent practitioner of the profession in which Contractor is engaged in the area in 
which Contractor practices its profession.  Contractor shall prepare all work products 
required by this Agreement in a substantial, first-class manner and shall conform to the 
standards of quality normally observed by a person practicing in Contractor’s profession. 

1.3 Assignment of Personnel.  Contractor shall assign only competent 
personnel to perform services pursuant to this Agreement.  Contractor will be assigned to 
provide the scope of work with the exception that the assigned individual may assign 
additional personnel for assistance. 

1.4 Time.   Contractor shall devote such time to the performance of services 
pursuant to this Agreement as may be reasonably necessary to meet the standard of 
performance provided in Section 1.2 above and to satisfy Contractor’s obligations 
hereunder.  Time is of the essence with respect to this Agreement and the services to be 
provided hereunder.  

SECTION 2.  COMPENSATION. 
Contractor will invoice District on a quarterly basis on the first of each quarter.  

District shall compensate Contractor in a manner set forth in Exhibit B (Budget and Bill 
Rate Schedule) attached hereto.  Invoices shall be submitted no later than __ days following 



DRAFT – SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Page 2 

the end of the calendar quarter along with sufficient backup documentation.  When billing 
reaches the maximum Agreement amount, Contractor shall cease all work until such work 
is approved by the Board of Directors for District. 

2.1 Invoices.  Invoices shall contain the following information: 

 The beginning and ending dates of the billing period; 

 A Task Summary containing the amount of any prior billings, the total 
due for the period being billed for, and any outstanding sums remaining 
unpaid; and 

 The applicable time entries showing the name of the person doing the 
work, the hours spent by each person, a brief description of the work, 
and each reimbursable expense.  

2.2 Quarterly Payment.  District shall make quarterly payments, based on 
invoices received and approved, for services satisfactorily performed and for authorized 
reimbursable costs incurred.  District shall have thirty (30) days from receipt of an invoice 
to pay Contractor. 

2.3 Payment of Taxes.  Contractor is solely responsible for the payment of 
employment taxes incurred under this Agreement and any similar federal or state taxes.  
Contractor agrees to file tax returns and pay all applicable taxes on amounts paid pursuant 
to this Agreement. 

2.5 Payment upon Termination.  In the event that District or Contractor 
terminates this Agreement pursuant to Section 7 of this Agreement, District shall 
compensate the Contractor for all outstanding costs and reimbursable expenses incurred 
for work satisfactorily completed as of the date of written notice of termination.  Contractor 
shall maintain adequate logs and timesheets in order to verify costs incurred to that date. 

2.6 Authorization to Perform Services.  Contractor is not authorized to 
perform any services or incur any costs whatsoever under the terms of this Agreement 
unless and until written authorization is received from District.   

2.7 Travel Expenses.  Travel and per diem costs are not eligible for 
reimbursement. 

2.8 Labor Code Compliance.  Contractor agrees to be bound by all the 
provisions of the Labor Code regarding prevailing wages and shall monitor all contracts 
subject to reimbursement from this Agreement to assure that the prevailing wage 
provisions of the Labor Code are being met. Current Department of Industrial Relations 
(DIR) requirements may be found at: http://www.dir.ca.gov/ lcp.asp. For more 
information, please refer to DIR’s Public Works Manual at: http://www.dir.ca.gov/ 
dlse/PWManualCombined.pdf. Contractor affirms that it is aware of the provisions of 
section 3700 of the Labor Code, which requires every employer to be insured against 
liability for workers’ compensation or to undertake self-insurance, and Contractor affirms 
that it will comply with such provisions before commencing the performance of the work 
under this Agreement.  

2.9 Performance Bond.  Contractor shall furnish a performance bond in favor 
of the District in the following amounts: faithful performance (100%) of contract value, 



DRAFT – SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Page 3 

and labor and materials (100%) of contract value. Any bond issued pursuant to this 
paragraph must be issued by a California-admitted surety. (Pub. Contract Code, § 7103; 
Code Civ. Proc., § 995.311.) 

2.10 Suspension of Payments.  This Agreement may be subject to suspension 
of payments or termination, or both, if the District determines that: 

A. Contractor or its subcontractors have made a false certification; or 

B. Contractor or its subcontractors violates the certification by failing to carry out 
the requirements noted in this Agreement.  

2.11 Contingent Payment.  Contractor acknowledges and accepts that all 
payments to Contractor under this Agreement by District are contingent upon funding 
availability as provided by the Grant Agreement between the Department of Water 
Resources of the State of California and District (Grant Agreement), attached hereto as 
Exhibit C.  If, for any reason, the Grant Agreement is terminated, rescinded, or void, or 
funding is otherwise unavailable to the District, the District shall not have any obligation 
to make payments to Contractor under this Agreement.  

SECTION 3.  FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT. 
Except as set forth herein, Contractor shall, at its sole cost and expense, provide all 

facilities and equipment that may be necessary to perform the services required by this 
Agreement. 

SECTION 4.  INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS.   
4.1 Coverage.  Coverage shall be at least as broad as:  

1. Commercial General Liability (CGL): Insurance Services Office Form 
CG 00 01 covering CGL on an “occurrence” basis, including products and completed 
operations, property damage, bodily injury and personal & advertising injury with limits 
no less than $1,000,000 per occurrence. If a general aggregate limit applies, either the 
general aggregate limit shall apply separately to this project/location (ISO CG 25 03 or 25 
04) or the general aggregate limit shall be twice the required occurrence limit.  

2. Automobile Liability: Insurance Services Office Form Number CA 0001 
covering, Code 1 (any auto), or if Contractor has no owned autos, Code 8 (hired) and 9 
(non-owned), with limit no less than $1,000,000 per accident for bodily injury and property 
damage. 

3. Workers’ Compensation insurance as required by the State of California, 
with Statutory Limits, and Employer’s Liability Insurance with limit of no less than 
$1,000,000 per accident for bodily injury or disease.  

4. Professional Liability (Errors and Omissions) Insurance appropriates to 
the Contractor’s profession, with limit no less than $1,000,000 per occurrence or claim, 
$2,000,000 aggregate. 
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If the Contractor maintains broader coverage and/or higher limits than the minimums 
shown above, the District requires and shall be entitled to the broader coverage and/or 
higher limits maintained by the Contractor. Any available insurance proceeds in excess of 
the specified minimum limits of insurance and coverage shall be available to the District 
and/or DWR.  

4.2 Other Insurance Provisions.  The insurance policies are to contain, or be 
endorsed to contain, the following provisions:  

4.2.1 Additional Insured Status.  The District, its officers, officials, 
employees, and volunteers are to be covered as additional insureds on the CGL policy 
with respect to liability arising out of work or operations performed by or on behalf of the 
Contractor including materials, parts, or equipment furnished in connection with such work 
or operations. General liability coverage can be provided in the form of an endorsement to 
the Contractor’s insurance (at least as broad as ISO Form CG 20 10 11 85 or both CG 20 
10, CG 20 26, CG 20 33, or CG 20 38; and CG 20 37 forms if later revisions used).  
Contractor shall also name the Department of Water Resources of the State of California 
(DWR), its officers, agents and employees as additional insureds for activities undertaken 
pursuant to this Agreement. 

4.2.2 Primary Coverage.  For any claims related to this contract, the 
Contractor’s insurance coverage shall be primary insurance primary coverage at least 
as broad as ISO CG 20 01 04 13 as respects the District, its officers, officials, employees, 
and volunteers. Any insurance or self-insurance maintained by the District, its officers, 
officials, employees, or volunteers shall be excess of the Contractor’s insurance and shall 
not contribute with it.  

4.2.3 Notice of Cancellation.  Each insurance policy required above shall state 
that coverage shall not be canceled, except with notice to the District.  

4.2.4 Waiver of Subrogation.  Contractor hereby grants to District a waiver of 
any right to subrogation which any insurer of said Contractor may acquire against the 
District by virtue of the payment of any loss under such insurance. Contractor agrees to 
obtain any endorsement that may be necessary to affect this waiver of subrogation, but this 
provision applies regardless of whether or not the District has received a waiver of 
subrogation endorsement from the insurer.  

4.2.5 Self-Insured Retentions.  Self-insured retentions must be declared to and 
approved by the District. The District may require the Contractor to provide proof of ability 
to pay losses and related investigations, claim administration, and defense expenses within 
the retention. The policy language shall provide, or be endorsed to provide, that the self-
insured retention may be satisfied by either the named insured or District.  Consultant shall 
carry a 10% retention until project completion. 

4.3 Acceptability of Insurers.  Insurance is to be placed with insurers with a 
current A.M. Best’s rating of no less than A:VII, unless otherwise acceptable to the District.  

4.4 Claims Made Policies.  If any of the required policies provide coverage on 
a claims-made basis: 

4.4.1. The Retroactive Date must be shown and must be before the date of the 
contract or the beginning of contract work.  
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4.4.2. Insurance must be maintained and evidence of insurance must be provided 
for at least five (5) years after completion of the contract of work.  
4.4.3. If coverage is canceled or non-renewed, and not replaced with another 
claims-made policy form with a Retroactive Date prior to the contract effective 
date, the Contractor must purchase “extended reporting” coverage for a minimum 
of five (5) years after completion of contract work.  

4.5 Verification of Coverage.  Contractor shall furnish the District with 
original certificates and amendatory endorsements or copies of the applicable policy 
language effecting coverage required by this clause. All certificates and endorsements are 
to be received and approved by the District before work commences. However, failure to 
obtain the required documents prior to the work beginning shall not waive the Contractor’s 
obligation to provide them. The District reserves the right to require complete, certified 
copies of all required insurance policies, including endorsements required by these 
specifications, at any time.  

4.6 Special Risks or Circumstances.  District reserves the right to modify 
these requirements, including limits, based on the nature of the risk, prior experience, 
insurer, coverage, or other special circumstances. 

4.7 Indemnity.  Contractor shall hold harmless, defend and indemnify District 
and its officers, officials, employees and volunteers from and against any and all liability, 
loss, damage, expense, costs in connection with Contractor’s direct negligence in the 
performance of work hereunder or its failure to comply with any of its obligations 
contained in the Agreement, except such loss or damage which was caused by the sole 
negligence or willful misconduct of the District. 

Contractor shall hold harmless, defend and indemnify DWR and its officers, officials, 
employees and volunteers from and against any and all liability, loss, damage, expense, 
costs in connection with Contractor’s direct negligence in the performance of work 
hereunder or its failure to comply with any of its obligations contained in the Agreement, 
except such loss or damage which was caused by the sole negligence or willful misconduct 
of DWR. 

4.8 Performance Bond.  Contractor shall furnish a performance bond in favor 
of the District in the following amounts: faithful performance (100%) of contract value, 
and labor and materials (100%) of contract value. Any bond issued pursuant to this 
paragraph must be issued by a California-admitted surety. (Pub. Contract Code, § 7103; 
Code Civ. Proc., § 995.311.) 

SECTION 5.  STATUS OF CONTRACTOR. 
5.1 Independent Contractor.  At all times during the term of this Agreement, 

Contractor shall be an independent contractor and shall not be an employee of District.  
District shall have the right to control Contractor only insofar as the results of Contractor’s 
services rendered pursuant to this Agreement and assignment of personnel pursuant to 
Subparagraph 1.3; however, District shall otherwise not have the right to control the means 
by which Contractor accomplishes services rendered pursuant to this Agreement.  
Notwithstanding any other District, state, or federal policy, rule, regulation, law, or 
ordinance to the contrary, Contractor – and any of its employees, agents, and 
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subcontractors providing services under this Agreement – shall not qualify for or become 
entitled to, and hereby agree to waive any and all claims to, any compensation, benefit, or 
any incident of employment by District, including but not limited to eligibility to enroll in 
the California Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) as an employee of District, 
and entitlement to any contribution to be paid by District for employer contributions and/or 
employee contributions for PERS benefits. 

5.2 Contractor Not Agent.  Except as District may specify in writing or as 
provided by law, Contractor shall have no authority, express or implied, to act on behalf of 
District in any capacity whatsoever as an agent.  Contractor shall have no authority, express 
or implied, pursuant to this Agreement to bind District to any obligation whatsoever. 

SECTION 6.  LEGAL REQUIREMENTS. 
6.1 Governing Law.  The laws of the State of California shall govern this 

Agreement. 

6.2 Compliance with Applicable Laws.  Contractor shall comply with all laws 
applicable to the performance of the work hereunder. 

6.3 Other Governmental Regulations.  To the extent that this Agreement may 
be funded by fiscal assistance from another governmental entity, Contractor shall comply 
with all applicable rules and regulations to which District is bound by the terms of such 
fiscal assistance program. 

6.4 Licenses and Permits.  Contractor represents and warrants to District that 
Contractor and its employees, agents, and any subcontractors have all licenses, permits, 
qualifications, and approvals of whatever nature legally required to practice their respective 
professions.  Contractor represents and warrants to District that Contractor and its 
employees, agents, any subcontractors shall, at their sole cost and expense, keep in effect 
at all times during the term of this Agreement any licenses, permits, and approvals legally 
required to practice their respective professions.  In addition to the foregoing, Contractor 
and any subcontractors shall obtain and maintain during the term of this Agreement any 
required business licenses from District. 

6.5 Nondiscrimination and Equal Opportunity.  Contractor shall comply 
with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, policies, rules, and requirements related 
to equal opportunity and nondiscrimination in employment, contracting, and the provision 
of any services that are the subject of this Agreement.  

During the performance of this Agreement, Contractor or its subcontractors shall 
not unlawfully discriminate, harass, or allow harassment against any employee or applicant 
for employment because of sex (gender), sexual orientation, race, color, ancestry, religion, 
creed, national origin (including language use restriction), pregnancy, physical disability 
(including HIV and AIDS), mental disability, medical condition (cancer/genetic 
characteristics), age (over 40), marital status, and denial of medial and family care leave or 
pregnancy disability leave. Contractor and its subcontractors shall ensure that the 
evaluation and treatment of their employees and applicants for employment are free from 
such discrimination and harassment. Contractor and its subcontractors shall comply with 
the provisions of the California Fair Employment and Housing Act (Gov. Code, § 12990.) 
and the applicable regulations promulgated there under (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 2, § 11000 et 
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seq.). The applicable regulations of the Fair Employment and Housing are incorporated 
into this Agreement by reference. Contractor and its subcontractors shall give written 
notice of their obligations under this clause to labor organizations with which they have a 
collective bargaining or other agreement.  

6.6 Drug-Free Workplace Certification.  Certification of Compliance: By 
signing this Agreement, Contractor hereby certifies, under penalty of perjury under the 
laws of the State of California, compliance with the requirements of the Drug-Free 
Workplace Act of 1990 (Gov. Code, § 8350 et seq.) and have or will provide a drug-free 
workplace by taking the following actions: 

A. Publish a statement notifying employees, contractors, and subcontractors that 
unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensation, possession, or use of a 
controlled substance is prohibited and specifying actions to be taken against 
employees, contractors, or subcontractors for violations, as required by 
Government Code section 8355. 

B. Establish a Drug-Free Awareness Program, as required by Government Code 
section 8355 to inform employees, contractors, or subcontractors about all of 
the following: 

i. The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace, 

ii. The Contractor’s policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace, 

iii. Any available counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance 
programs, and 

iv. Penalties that may be imposed upon employees, contractors, and 
subcontractors for drug abuse violations. 

C. Provide, as required by Government Code section 8355, that every employee, 
contractor, and/or subcontractor who works under this Agreement: 

i. Will receive a copy of the Contractor’s drug-free policy statement, and 

ii. Will agree to abide by terms of the Contractor’s condition of employment, 
contract or subcontract. 

6.7 Income Restrictions.  Contractor agrees that any refunds, rebates, credits, 
or other amounts (including any interest thereon) accruing to or received by the Contractor 
under this Agreement shall be paid by the Contractor to the State or District, to the extent 
that they are properly allocable to costs for which the Contractor has been reimbursed by 
the State or District, respectively, under this Agreement.  

SECTION 7.  TERMINATION AND MODIFICATION. 
7.1 Termination.  District may cancel this Agreement for any reason upon 

thirty (30) days’ notice to Contractor. 

In the event of termination, Contractor shall be entitled to compensation for services 
performed to the effective date of termination; District, however, may condition payment 
of such compensation upon Contractor delivering to District copies of any or all reports, 
data, maps, models, charts, studies, surveys, photographs, memoranda, plans, studies, 
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specifications, records, files, or any other documents or materials, in electronic or any other 
form, that Contractor prepares or obtains pursuant to this Agreement and that relate to the 
matters covered hereunder.  Originals of attorney work product shall remain the property 
of Contractor. 

7.2 Amendments.  The parties may amend this Agreement only by a writing 
signed by all the parties. 

7.3 Assignment and Subcontracting.  District and Contractor recognize and 
agree that this Agreement contemplates personal performance by Contractor and is based 
upon a determination of Contractor’s unique personal competence, experience, and 
specialized personal knowledge.  Moreover, a substantial inducement to District for 
entering into this Agreement was and is the professional reputation and competence of 
Contractor.  Contractor may not assign this Agreement or any interest therein without the 
prior written approval of the District. 

7.4 Survival.  All obligations arising prior to the termination of this Agreement 
and all provisions of this Agreement allocating liability between District and Contractor 
shall survive the termination of this Agreement. 

7.5 Options Upon Breach by Contractor.  If Contractor materially breaches 
any of the terms of this Agreement, District's remedies shall include but not be limited to 
the following: 

7.5.1 Immediate termination of the Agreement; 

7.5.2 Retention of the plans, reports, documents, and any other work product 
prepared by Contractor pursuant to this Agreement; and/or 

7.5.3 Retention of a different Contractor to complete any work described 
in Exhibit A remaining unfinished by Contractor. 

SECTION 8.  KEEPING AND STATUS OF RECORDS. 
8.1 Records Created as Part of Contractor’s Performance.  Contractor 

hereby agrees to promptly and expeditiously deliver copies of all reports, data, maps, 
models, charts, studies, surveys, photographs, memoranda, plans, studies, specifications, 
records, files, certification, permits, approvals, or any other documents, materials, or 
information, in electronic or any other form, that Contractor prepares or obtains pursuant 
to this Agreement to District upon reasonable request or termination of the Agreement.  It 
is understood and agreed that the documents and other materials, including but not limited 
to those described above, prepared pursuant to this Agreement are prepared specifically for 
District, are the sole property of District, and are not necessarily suitable for any future or 
other use.  District and Contractor agree that, until final approval by District, all data, plans, 
specifications, reports and other documents are confidential and will not be released to 
third parties without prior written consent of both parties.  

Contractor further agrees that all data, plans, drawings, specifications, reports, 
computer programs, operating manuals, notes and other written or graphic work produced 
in the performance of this Agreement shall be made available to DWR and shall be in the 
public domain to the extent to which release of such materials is required under the 
California Public Records Act. (Gov. Code, § 6250 et seq.)   
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8.2 Contractor’s Books and Records.  Contractor shall maintain any and all 
ledgers, books of account, invoices, vouchers, canceled checks, and other records or 
documents evidencing or relating to charges for services or expenditures and disbursements 
charged to District under this Agreement for a minimum of three (3) years, or for any 
longer period required by law, from the date of final payment to the Contractor pursuant to 
this Agreement.  Contractor shall maintain books, records, and other documents pertinent 
to their work in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and practices.   

8.3 Inspection and Audit of Records.  Any records or documents that Section 
8.2 of this Agreement requires Contractor to maintain shall be made available for 
inspection, audit, and/or copying at any time during regular business hours, upon oral or 
written request of District.  Records are subject to inspection by DWR at any and all 
reasonable times.   

SECTION 9.  MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 
9.1 Inspections of Project by DWR.  DWR shall have the right to inspect the 

work being performed at any and all reasonable times during the term of this Agreement.  
This right shall include, but not be limited to, access to contracts or subcontracts entered 
into pursuant to this Agreement.   

9.2 Acknowledgement of Credit and Signage.  Contractor shall include 
appropriate acknowledgement of credit to DWR for its support when promoting the Sierra 
Valley Subbasin GSP Development (Project) or using any data and/or information 
developed under this Agreement. Signage shall be posted in a prominent location at Project 
site(s) (if applicable) or at the Contractor’s headquarters and shall include the Department 
of Water Resources color logo and the following disclosure statement: “Funding for this 
project has been provided in full or in part from the California Drought, Water, Parks, 
Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68) and 
through an agreement with the State Department of Water Resources.”   

9.3 Attorneys' Fees.  If a party to this Agreement brings any action, including 
an action for declaratory relief, to enforce or interpret the provision of this Agreement, the 
prevailing party shall be entitled to reasonable attorneys' fees in addition to any other relief 
to which that party may be entitled.  The court may set such fees in the same action or in a 
separate action brought for that purpose. 

9.4 Venue.  In the event that either party brings any action against the other 
under this Agreement, the parties agree that trial of such action shall be vested exclusively 
in the Superior Court for the District of Kings. 

9.5 Severability.  If a court of competent jurisdiction finds or rules that any 
provision of this Agreement is invalid, void, or unenforceable, the provisions of this 
Agreement not so adjudged shall remain in full force and effect.  The invalidity in whole 
or in part of any provision of this Agreement shall not void or affect the validity of any 
other provision of this Agreement. 

9.6 No Implied Waiver of Breach.  The waiver of any breach of a specific 
provision of this Agreement does not constitute a waiver of any other breach of that term 
or any other term of this Agreement. 
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9.7 Successors and Assigns.  The provisions of this Agreement shall inure to 
the benefit of and shall apply to and bind the successors and assigns of the parties. 

9.8 Conflict of Interest.  Contractor may serve other clients, but none whose 
activities within the corporate limits of District or whose business, regardless of location, 
would place Contractor in a "conflict of interest," as that term is defined in the rules of 
professional responsibility governing Contractor’s profession, unless such conflict may be 
waived by District and District chooses to waive such conflict in writing. 

Contractor shall not employ any District official in the work performed 
pursuant to this Agreement.  No officer or employee of District shall have any financial 
interest in this Agreement that would violate California Government Code section 1090 et 
seq., or Public Contract Code sections 10410 and 10411. 

Contractor hereby warrants that it is not now, nor has it been in the previous 
twelve (12) months, an employee, agent, appointee, or official of District.  If Contractor 
were an employee, agent, appointee, or official of District in the previous 12 months, 
Contractor warrants that it did not participate in any manner in the forming of this 
Agreement.  Contractor understands that, if this Agreement is made in violation of 
Government Code section 1090 et seq., or Public Contract Code sections 10410 and 10411, 
the entire Agreement is void and Contractor will not be entitled to any compensation for 
services performed pursuant to this Agreement, including reimbursement of expenses, and 
Contractor will be required to reimburse District for any sums paid to the Contractor.  
Contractor understands that, in addition to the foregoing, it may be subject to criminal 
prosecution for a violation of Government Code section 1090 or Public Contract Code 
sections 10410 and 10411 and, if applicable, will be disqualified from holding public office 
in the State of California. 

All participants are subject to State and Federal conflict of interest laws.  
Failure to comply with these laws, including business and financial disclosure provisions, 
will result in this Agreement being declared void.  Other legal actions may also be taken.  
Applicable statues include, but are not limited to, Government Code section 1090 and 
Public Contract Code sections 10410 and 10411.   

Individuals working on behalf of Contractor may be required by the 
Department to file a Statement of Economic Interests (Fair Political Practices Commission 
Form 700) if it is determined that an individual is a consultant for Political Reform Act 
purposes. 

9.9 Solicitation.  Contractor agrees not to solicit business at any meeting, focus 
group, or interview related to this Agreement, either orally or through any written 
materials. 

9.10 Notices.  
Any written notice to Contractor shall be sent to:   

___________________ 
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Any written notice to District shall be sent to: 

Sierra Valley Groundwater Management District 
P.O. Box 88 
Chilcoot, CA  96105 

9.11 Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, 
each of which shall be an original and all of which together shall constitute one agreement. 

9.12 Authorized Signature.  Each person and party signing this Agreement 
warrants that he/she has the authority to execute this Agreement on behalf of the principal 
and that the party will be bound by such signature. 

 

 

[signature page to follow] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement as of the date 
first written above. 

 
DISTRICT 
 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
 Chair 
 

CONTRACTOR 
 
 
 
 
By_________________________________ 
  

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
 District Counsel 

 



00009552.1 
Exhibit A 

Page 1 

EXHIBIT A 
 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 

[TO BE PROVIDED] 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

BUDGET AND BILLING RATE SCHEDULE 
 

[TO BE PROVIDED] 
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EXHIBIT C 
 

GRANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA  
(DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES) AND SIERRA VALLEY  

GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (SVGMD) 
AGREEMENT NUMBER 4600013595 

SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT (SGM) GRANT 
 

[TO BE PROVIDED] 
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GRANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
(DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES) AND 

SIERRA VALLEY GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (SVGMD) 
AGREEMENT NUMBER 4600013595 

SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT (SGM) GRANT 
THIS GRANT AGREEMENT is entered into by and between the Department of Water Resources of the State 
of California, herein referred to as the "State" or “DWR” and the Sierra Valley Groundwater Management 
District, a public agency in the State of California, duly organized, existing, and acting pursuant to the laws 
thereof, herein referred to as the "Grantee," which parties do hereby agree as follows: 

1. PURPOSE. The State shall provide funding from the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal 
Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68; Pub. Resources Code, § 80000, et 
seq.) or the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1; Pub. 
Resources Code, § 79700 et seq.) to the Grantee to assist in financing the Sierra Valley Subbasin 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Development (Project). The provision of State funds pursuant to 
this Agreement shall result in an adopted GSP by the applicable Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) 
and submitted to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) via the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA) GSP Submittal Portal for review. The provisions of State funds does not 
guarantee adoption of the GSP by the applicable GSA or that the GSP will meet all of the evaluation and 
assessment criteria when submitted to DWR as required by SGMA and implementing regulations. 

2. TERM OF GRANT AGREEMENT. The term of this Grant Agreement begins on the date this Grant 
Agreement is initially executed by the State, through final payment plus three (3) years unless otherwise 
terminated or amended as provided in this Agreement. However, all work shall be completed by OCTOBER 
31, 2022 and no funds may be requested after DECEMBER 31, 2022.  

3. GRANT AMOUNT. The maximum amount payable by the State under this Agreement shall not exceed 
$2,000,000 

4. GRANTEE COST SHARE. Not applicable for this Agreement. 

5. BASIC CONDITIONS. The State shall have no obligation to disburse money for the Project under this 
Grant Agreement until the Grantee has satisfied the following conditions:  

A. Prior to execution of this Grant Agreement, selected applicants (Groundwater Sustainability Agency) for 
GSP Development projects must submit evidence of a notification to the public and DWR prior to 
initiating development of a GSP in compliance with California Code of Regulations, title 23, Section 350 
et seq. (GSP Regulations) and Water Code Section 10727.8. 

B. The Grantee must demonstrate compliance with all eligibility criteria as set forth in the 2019 Program 
Guidelines for the Sustainable Groundwater Management (SGM) Grant Program. 

C. The Grantee submits Quarterly Progress Reports, associated quarterly invoices, and all invoice backup 
documentation no later than 60-days following the end of the calendar quarter (e.g. submitted by May 
30th, August 30th, November 30th, and February 28th) and all other deliverables as required by 
Paragraph 12, “Submission of Reports” and Exhibit A, “Work Plan”. 

D. Prior to the commencement of construction or implementation activities, if applicable, the Grantee shall 
submit the following to the State: 

 
i. Final plans and specifications certified, signed, and stamped by a California Registered Civil 

Engineer as to compliance for each approved project as listed in Exhibit A of this Grant Agreement. 

ii. Work that is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and or environmental 
permitting shall not proceed under this Grant Agreement until the following actions are performed: 

a. The Grantee submits to the State all applicable environmental permits as indicated on the 
Environmental Information Form to the State, 

b. Documents that satisfy the CEQA process are received by the State, 
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c. The State has completed its CEQA compliance review as a Responsible Agency, and 

d. The Grantee receives written concurrence from the State of Lead Agency’s CEQA document(s) 
and State notice of verification of environmental permit submittal. 

The State’s concurrence of Lead Agency’s CEQA documents is fully discretionary and shall 
constitute a condition precedent to any work (i.e., construction or implementation activities) for 
which it is required. Once CEQA documentation has been completed, the State will consider the 
environmental documents and decide whether to continue to fund the project or to require 
changes, alterations or other mitigation. The Grantee must also demonstrate that it has complied 
with all applicable requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act by submitting copies of 
any environmental documents, including environmental impact statements, Finding of No 
Significant Impact, mitigation monitoring programs, and environmental permits as may be 
required prior to beginning construction/implementation. 

E. A monitoring plan as required by Paragraph 18, “Monitoring Plan Requirements”, if applicable for 
Implementation Components/Project(s). 

6. DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS. The State will disburse to the Grantee the amount approved, subject to the 
availability of funds through normal State processes. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Grant 
Agreement, no disbursement shall be required at any time or in any manner which is in violation of, or in 
conflict with, federal or state laws, rules, or regulations, or which may require any rebates to the federal 
government, or any loss of tax-free status on state bonds, pursuant to any federal statute or regulation. Any 
and all money disbursed to the Grantee under this Grant Agreement shall be deposited in a non-interest 
bearing account and shall be used solely to pay Eligible Project Costs. 

7. ELIGIBLE PROJECT COST. The Grantee shall apply State funds received only to Eligible Project Costs in 
accordance with applicable provisions of the law and Exhibit B, “Budget”. Eligible Project Costs include the 
reasonable costs of studies, engineering, design, land and easement acquisition and associated legal fees, 
preparation of environmental documentation, environmental mitigations, monitoring, and project 
construction. Reimbursable administrative expenses are the necessary costs incidental but directly related 
to the Project included in this Agreement.  

Costs that are not eligible for reimbursement include, but are not limited to the following items: 

A. Costs associated with the formation of a GSA(s). 

B. Costs for preparing and filing a grant application. 

C. Operation and maintenance costs, including post construction performance and monitoring costs. 

D. Purchase of equipment not an integral part of a project. 

E. Establishing a reserve fund. 

F. Purchase of water supplies. 

G. Monitoring and assessment costs for efforts required after project construction is complete. 

H. Replacement of existing funding sources for ongoing programs. 

I. Travel and per diem costs. 

J. Support of existing agency requirements and mandates. 

K. Purchase of land in excess of the minimum required acreage necessary to operate as an integral part 
of a project, as set forth and detailed by engineering and feasibility studies, or acquisition of land by 
eminent domain. 

L. Meals, food items, or refreshments. 

M. Overhead and indirect costs: “Indirect Costs” means those costs that are incurred for a common or joint 
purpose benefiting more than one cost objective and are not readily assignable to the funded project 
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(i.e., costs that are not directly related to the funded project). Examples of Indirect Costs include, but 
are not limited to: central service costs; general administration of the Grantee; non-project-specific 
accounting and personnel services performed within the Grantee’s organization; depreciation or use 
allowances on buildings and equipment; the costs of operating and maintaining non-project-specific 
facilities; tuition and conference fees; forums, trainings, and seminars; and, generic overhead or 
markup. This prohibition applies to the Grantee and any subcontract or sub-agreement for work on the 
Project that will be reimbursed pursuant to this Agreement. 

8. METHOD OF PAYMENT. After the disbursement requirements in Paragraph 5, “Basic Conditions” are met, 
the State will disburse the whole or portions of State funding to the Grantee, following receipt from the 
Grantee via US mail or Express mail delivery of a “wet signature” invoice or an electronic invoice certified 
and transmitted via DocuSign for costs incurred, including Local Cost Share, and timely Quarterly Progress 
Reports as required by Paragraph 12, “Submission of Reports.” Payment will be made no more frequently 
than quarterly, in arrears, upon receipt of an invoice bearing the Grant Agreement number. Invoices must 
accompany a Quarterly Progress Report and shall be submitted within forty-five (60) days following the end 
of the calendar quarter (i.e. May 30, August 30, November 30, and February 28). The State will notify the 
Grantee, in a timely manner, whenever, upon review of an Invoice, the State determines that any portion or 
portions of the costs claimed are not eligible costs or is not supported by documentation or receipts 
acceptable to the State. The Grantee may, within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of receipt of such 
notice, submit additional documentation to the State to cure such deficiency(ies). If the Grantee fails to 
submit adequate documentation curing the deficiency(ies), the State will adjust the pending invoice by the 
amount of ineligible or unapproved costs. 

Invoices submitted by the Grantee shall include the following information:  

A. Costs incurred for work performed in implementing the Project during the period identified in the particular 
invoice. 

B. Costs incurred for any interests in real property (land or easements) that have been necessarily 
acquired for a project during the period identified in the particular invoice for the implementation of a 
project.  

C. Invoices shall be submitted on forms provided by the State and shall meet the following format 
requirements: 

i. Invoices must contain the date of the invoice, either the time period covered by the invoice or the 
invoice date received within the time period covered, and the total amount due. 

ii. Invoices must be itemized based on the categories (i.e., tasks) specified in Exhibit B, “Budget”. The 
amount claimed for salaries/wages/consultant fees must include a calculation formula (i.e., hours or 
days worked times the hourly or daily rate = the total amount claimed). 

iii. One set of sufficient evidence (i.e., receipts, copies of checks, time sheets) must be provided for all 
costs included in the invoice. 

iv. Each invoice shall clearly delineate those costs claimed for reimbursement from the State’s funding 
amount, as depicted in Paragraph 3, “Grant Amount” and those costs that represent the Grantee’s 
costs, as applicable, in Paragraph 4, “Grantee Cost Share.” 

v. Original signature and date of the Grantee’s Project Representative. Submit the original “wet 
signature” copy of the invoice form to the following address: Debbie Spangler, 2440 Main Street, 
Red Bluff, California 96080 or an electronic signature certified and transmitted via DocuSign from 
authorized representative to Debbie Spangler at Debbie.Spangler@water.ca.gov.  

All invoices submitted shall be accurate and signed under penalty of law. Any and all costs submitted 
pursuant to this Agreement shall only be for the tasks set forth herein. The Grantee shall not submit any 
invoice containing costs that are ineligible or have been reimbursed from other funding sources unless 
required and specifically noted as such (i.e., match costs/cost share). Any eligible costs for which the 
Grantee is seeking reimbursement shall not be reimbursed from any other source. Double or multiple billing 
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for time, services, or any other eligible cost is illegal and constitutes fraud. Any suspected occurrences of 
fraud, forgery, embezzlement, theft, or any other misuse of public funds may result in suspension of 
disbursements of grant funds and/or termination of this Agreement requiring the repayment of all funds 
disbursed hereunder plus interest. Additionally, the State may request an audit pursuant to Paragraph D.5 
and refer the matter to the Attorney General’s Office or the appropriate district attorney’s office for criminal 
prosecution or the imposition of civil liability. (Civ. Code, §§ 1572-1573; Pen. Code, §§ 470, 487-489.) 

 
9. WITHHOLDING OF DISBURSEMENTS BY THE STATE. If the State determines that a project is not being 

implemented in accordance with the provisions of this Grant Agreement, or that the Grantee has failed in 
any other respect to comply with the provisions of this Grant Agreement, and if the Grantee does not 
remedy any such failure to the State’s satisfaction, the State may withhold from the Grantee all or any 
portion of the State funding and take any other action that it deems necessary to protect its interests. 
Where a portion of the State funding has been disbursed to the Grantee and the State notifies the Grantee 
of its decision not to release funds that have been withheld pursuant to Paragraph 10, “Default Provisions,” 
the portion that has been disbursed shall thereafter be repaid immediately with interest at the California 
general obligation bond interest rate at the time the State notifies the Grantee, as directed by the State. 
The State may consider the Grantee’s refusal to repay the requested disbursed amount a contract breach 
subject to the default provisions in Paragraph 10. If the State notifies the Grantee of its decision to withhold 
the entire funding amount from the Grantee pursuant to this Paragraph, this Grant Agreement shall 
terminate upon receipt of such notice by the Grantee and the State shall no longer be required to provide 
funds under this Grant Agreement and the Grant Agreement shall no longer be binding on either party. 

10. DEFAULT PROVISIONS. The Grantee will be in default under this Grant Agreement if any of the following 
occur: 

A. Substantial breaches of this Grant Agreement, or any supplement or amendment to it, or any other 
agreement between the Grantee and the State evidencing or securing the Grantee’s obligations; 

B. Making any false warranty, representation, or statement with respect to this Grant Agreement or the 
application filed to obtain this Grant Agreement; 

C. Failure to operate or maintain the Project in accordance with this Grant Agreement.  

D. Failure to make any remittance required by this Grant Agreement, including any remittance 
recommended as the result of an audit conducted pursuant to Paragraph D.5. 

E. Failure to submit quarterly progress reports pursuant to Paragraph 8. 

F. Failure to routinely invoice the State pursuant to Paragraph 8. 

G. Failure to meet any of the requirements set forth in Paragraph 11, “Continuing Eligibility.” 

Should an event of default occur, the State shall provide a notice of default to the Grantee and shall give 
the Grantee at least ten (10) calendar days to cure the default from the date the notice is sent via first-class 
mail to the Grantee. If the Grantee fails to cure the default within the time prescribed by the State, the State 
may do any of the following: 

A. Declare the funding be immediately repaid, with interest, which shall be equal to State of California 
general obligation bond interest rate in effect at the time of the default. 

B. Terminate any obligation to make future payments to the Grantee. 

C. Terminate the Grant Agreement. 

D. Take any other action that it deems necessary to protect its interests.  

In the event the State finds it necessary to enforce this provision of this Grant Agreement in the manner 
provided by law, the Grantee agrees to pay all costs incurred by the State including, but not limited to, 
reasonable attorneys' fees, legal expenses, and costs.  
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11. CONTINUING ELIGIBILITY. The Grantee must meet the following ongoing requirement(s) and all eligibility 
criteria outlined in the 2019 Guidelines to remain eligible to receive State funds: 

A. The Grantee must continue to demonstrate eligibility by being a GSA, a member agency of a GSA, or 
an entity that has an approved Alternative to a GSP and the groundwater basin must continue to be an 
eligible basin as outlined in the 2019 Guidelines and 2019 Proposal Solicitation Package (PSP). 

B. An agricultural water supplier receiving State funds must comply with Sustainable Water Use and 
Demand Reduction requirements outlined in Water Code section 10608, et seq. and have their 
Agricultural Water Management Plan (AWMP) deemed consistent by DWR. To maintain eligibility and 
continue funding disbursements, an agricultural water supply must have their 2015 AWMP identified on 
the State’s website. For more information, visit the website listed in Appendix A in 2019 Guidelines.  

C. Grantees that have been designated as monitoring entities under the California Statewide Groundwater 
Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) Program must maintain reporting compliance, as required by Water 
Code section 10932 and the CASGEM Program. 

D. To the extent practicable, Grantees shall measure the amount of greenhouse gas emissions reduced 
and carbon sequestered resulting from an implementation project funded under this Grant Agreement. 
(Pub. Resources Code, § 80001(b)(7)). 

E. For groundwater implementation projects that directly affect groundwater levels or quality, the Grantee 
must demonstrate compliance with the Groundwater Management Act set forth on page 7 of the 2019 
Guidelines. 

F. Grantees must adhere to the protocols developed pursuant to The Open and Transparent Water Data 
Act (Wat. Code, § 12405, et seq.) for data sharing, transparency, documentation, and quality control.  

G. If applicable, the development of a Stormwater Resource Plan or functionally equivalent plan for 
stormwater and dry weather runoff capture projects is required to receive State funds set forth on page 
8 of the 2019 Guidelines. 

H. Grantees diverting surface water must maintain compliance with diversion reporting requirements as 
outlined in Water Code section 5100 et seq. 

I. Sustainable Water Use and Demand Reduction: Senate Bill (SB)x7-7 (Water Code § 10608 et seq.) 
conditions the receipt of a water management grant or loan for urban water suppliers on gallons per 
capita per day reduction targets with the end goal of a 20% reduction by 2020. 

J. An urban water supplier that receives grant funds pursuant to this Agreement must maintain 
compliance with the Urban Water Management Planning Act (UWMP; Water Code § 10610 et seq.) and 
Sustainable Water Use and Demand Reduction (Water Code § 10608 et seq.) as set forth on page 18 
of the 2019 Guidelines. For more information, visit the website listed in Appendix A in 2019 Guidelines. 

12. SUBMISSION OF REPORTS. The submittal and approval of all reports is a requirement for the successful 
completion of this Grant Agreement. Reports shall meet generally accepted professional standards for 
technical reporting and shall be proofread for content, numerical accuracy, spelling, and grammar prior to 
submittal to the State. All reports shall be submitted to the State’s Grant Manager, and shall be submitted 
via DWR’s “Grant Review and Tracking System” (GRanTS). If requested, the Grantee shall promptly 
provide any additional information deemed necessary by the State for the approval of reports. Reports shall 
be presented in the formats described in the applicable portion of Exhibit F, “Report Formats and 
Requirements.” The timely submittal of reports is a requirement for initial and continued disbursement of 
State funds. Submittal and subsequent approval by the State, of a Project Completion Report is a 
requirement for the release of any funds retained for such project. 

A. Quarterly Progress Reports: The Grantee shall submit Quarterly Progress Reports to meet the State’s 
requirement for disbursement of funds. Quarterly Progress Reports shall be shall be uploaded via 
GRanTS, and the State’s Grant Manager notified of upload. Quarterly Progress Reports shall, in part, 
provide a brief description of the work performed, the Grantees activities, milestones achieved, any 
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accomplishments and any problems encountered in the performance of the work under this Grant 
Agreement during the reporting period. The first Quarterly Progress Report should be submitted to the 
State no later than four (4) months after the execution of the agreement, with future reports then due 
May 30, August 30, November 30, and February 28.  

B. Groundwater Sustainability Plan: The Grantee shall submit an adopted GSP to DWR by the date as 
specified per the SGMA. The GSP shall be formatted, drafted, prepared, and completed as required by 
the GSP Regulations, and in accordance with any other regulations or requirements that are stipulated 
through SGMA. 

C. Coordination Agreement: The Grantee shall provide the State a copy of the executed Coordination 
Agreement, and all supporting documentation. This condition is only required in basins where GSAs 
develop multiple GSPs pursuant to Water Code section 10727(b)(3). Refer to the GSP Regulations for 
necessary details and requirements to prepare and submit a Coordination Agreement. 

D. Component Completion Report: The Grantee shall prepare and submit to the State a separate 
Completion Report for each component included in Exhibit A, if applicable. The Grantee shall submit a 
Completion Report as outlined in Exhibits A and F. Each Completion Report shall include, in part, a 
description of actual work done, any changes or amendments to each project, and a final schedule 
showing actual progress versus planned progress, copies of any final documents or reports generated 
or utilized during a project. The Completion Report shall also include, if applicable for Implementation 
Project(s), certification of final project by a registered civil engineer, consistent with Exhibit D. A 
“Certification of Project Completion” form will be provided by the State.  

E. Grant Completion Report: Upon completion of the Project included in Exhibit A, “Work Plan” the 
Grantee shall submit to the State a Grant Completion Report. The Grant Completion Report shall be 
submitted as outlined in Exhibits A, “Work Plan”, and F, “Report Formats and Requirements”. Retention 
for the last component to be completed as part of this Grant Agreement will not be disbursed until the 
Grant Completion Report is submitted to be approved by the State. 

13. STATEWIDE MONITORING REQUIREMENTS. The Grantee shall ensure that all groundwater projects and 
projects that include groundwater monitoring requirements are consistent with the Groundwater Quality 
Monitoring Act of 2001 (Wat. Code, § 10780 et seq.) and, where applicable, that projects that affect water 
quality shall include a monitoring component that allows the integration of data into statewide monitoring 
efforts, including where applicable, the Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program carried out by the State 
Water Resources Control Board. See Exhibit G, “Requirements for Data Submittal” for web links and 
information regarding other State monitoring and data reporting requirements. 

14. NOTIFICATION OF STATE. The Grantee shall promptly notify the State, in writing, of the following items:  

A. Events or proposed changes that could affect the scope, budget, or work performed under this Grant 
Agreement. The Grantee agrees that no substantial change in the scope of a project will be 
undertaken until written notice of the proposed change has been provided to the State and the State 
has given written approval for such change. Substantial changes generally include changes to the 
scope of work, schedule or term, and budget.  

B. Any public or media event publicizing the accomplishments and/or results of this Grant Agreement and 
provide the opportunity for attendance and participation by the State’s representatives. The Grantee 
shall make such notification at least fourteen (14) calendar days prior to the event. 

C. Discovery of any potential archaeological or historical resource. Should a potential archaeological or 
historical resource be discovered during construction, the Grantee agrees that all work in the area of 
the find will cease until a qualified archaeologist has evaluated the situation and made 
recommendations regarding preservation of the resource, and the State has determined what actions 
should be taken to protect and preserve the resource. The Grantee agrees to implement appropriate 
actions as directed by the State. 

D. The initiation of any litigation or the threat of litigation against the Grantee regarding the Project or that 
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may affect the Project in any way.  

15. NOTICES. Any notice, demand, request, consent, or approval that either party desires or is required to give 
to the other party under this Grant Agreement shall be in writing. Notices may be transmitted by any of the 
following means:  

A. By delivery in person. 

B. By certified U.S. mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid.  

C. By “overnight” delivery service; provided that next-business-day delivery is requested by the sender. 

D. By electronic means.  

E. Notices delivered in person will be deemed effective immediately on receipt (or refusal of delivery or 
receipt). Notices sent by certified mail will be deemed effective given ten (10) calendar days after the 
date deposited with the U. S. Postal Service. Notices sent by overnight delivery service will be deemed 
effective one business day after the date deposited with the delivery service. Notices sent electronically 
will be effective on the date of transmission, which is documented in writing. Notices shall be sent to the 
below addresses. Either party may, by written notice to the other, designate a different address that 
shall be substituted for the one below. 

16. PERFORMANCE EVALUATION. Upon completion of this Grant Agreement, the Grantee’s performance will 
be evaluated by the State and a copy of the evaluation will be placed in the State file and a copy sent to the 
Grantee. 

17. PROJECT REPRESENTATIVES. The Project Representatives during the term of this Grant Agreement are 
as follows:  

Department of Water Resources Sierra Valley Groundwater Management District 

Arthur Hinojosa 
Chief, Division of Regional Assistance 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 
Phone: (916) 653-4736 
Email: Arthur.Hinojosa@water.ca.gov 

Einen Grandi, Chairman 
P.O. Box 88 
Chilcoot, CA 96105  
Phone: (530) 414-6831 
Email: grandiranch@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Direct all inquiries to the Grant Manager: 

Department of Water Resources Sierra Valley Groundwater Management District 

Debbie Spangler 
Engineering Geologist 
2440 Main Street 
Red Bluff, CA 96080 
Phone: (530) 528-7404 
Email: debbie.spangler@water.ca.gov  

Einen Grandi, Chairman 
 
P.O. Box 88 
Chilcoot, CA 96105 
Phone: (530) 414-6831 
Email: grandiranch@gmail.com  

Either party may change its Grant Manager, Project Representative, or Project Manager upon written 
notice to the other party. 
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18. STANDARD PROVISIONS AND INTEGRATION. This Grant Agreement is complete and is the final 
Agreement between the parties. The following Exhibits are attached and made a part of this Grant 
Agreement by this reference: 

Exhibit A – Work Plan 

Exhibit B – Budget 

Exhibit C – Schedule 

Exhibit D – Standard Conditions 

Exhibit E – Authorizing Resolution Accepting Funds  

Exhibit F – Report Formats and Requirements 

Exhibit G – Requirements for Data Submittal 

Exhibit H – State Audit Document Requirements for Grantees 

Exhibit I – Project Location  

Exhibit J – Monitoring and Maintenance Plan Components  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Grant Agreement. 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

 

______________________________ 

Arthur Hinojosa 
Chief, Division of Regional Assistance 

 

 

SIERRA VALLEY GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT 

 

______________________________ 

Einen Grandi, Chairman 
 

 

Date__________________________ Date__________________________ 

 

 

Approved as to Legal Form and Sufficiency 

 

______________________________ 

Robin Brewer 
Assistant Chief Counsel, Office of Chief Counsel 
 

 

 

Date__________________________  
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Exhibit A 
WORK PLAN 

 

Project Title: Sierra Valley Subbasin GSP Development (Project) 
 
Project Description: This Work Plan includes activities associated with the planning, development, and 
preparation of a GSP for the Sierra Valley Basin. The resulting GSP will incorporate appropriate Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) as developed by DWR, and will result in a more complete understanding of the 
groundwater subbasin to support long-term sustainable groundwater management.  
 
Category (a): Grant Agreement Administration 
Prepare reports detailing work completed during reporting period as outlined in Exhibit F, “Report Formats and 
Requirements” of this Agreement. Progress Reports will include sufficient information for DWR Grant Manager 
to understand and review backup documentation submitted with invoices. Quarterly invoices will accompany 
the Quarterly Progress Reports and should be submitted to the DWR Grant Manager for review to receive 
reimbursement of Eligible Project Costs. Collect and organize backup documentation by task and prepare a 
summary Excel document detailing contents of the backup documentation organized by task. 
 
Prepare and submit the Environmental Information Form (EIF) within 30 days of the execution date of the 
Grant Agreement. No invoices will be reviewed or processed until the EIF has been received and deemed 
acceptable by DWRs Grant Manager. Submit a deliverable due date schedule prior to the execution of the 
Grant Agreement to be reviewed and approved by the DWR Grant Manager. Any edits to the schedule must be 
approved by the DWR Grant Manager and the revised schedule saved in the appropriate project files. 
 
Prepare draft a Grant Completion Report and submit to DWR for Project Manager’s comments and review no 
later than 90 days prior to the work completion date listed on Page 1, Paragraph 2. Prepare a Final Grant 
Completion Report addressing the DWR Project Manager’s comments and submit within 30 days prior to the 
work completion date listed on Page 1, Paragraph 2. The reports will be prepared and presented in 
accordance with the provisions of Exhibit F of this Agreement. All deliverables shall be submitted prior to the 
Final Grant Completion Report submittal as outlined on the approved deliverable due date schedule. 
 
Develop a selection committee develop Request for Proposals and hire contractor(s) to complete the work 
described. Review GSA policies and contracting procedures for compliance with grant requirements. Update 
policies, procedures, and templates that are identified as deficient. 
 
Deliverables: 

• EIF 
• Deliverable due date schedule 
• Quarterly Progress Reports, Quarterly Invoices, and all required backup documentation 
• Grant Completion Report 
• Awarded contract(s) 

 
Category (b): Stakeholder Engagement / Outreach 
Engage stakeholders and other interested parties, provide information necessary to understand SGMA-related 
activities, and engage other GSAs and agencies about their concerns and questions. Contract a professional 
facilitator who will guide the stakeholder engagement process through GSP adoption, consistent with DWR 
guidance document recommendations and guidelines.  
Maintain and share contact list within the project team. Develop a negotiation and consensus building process, 
as requested for support in reaching agreement(s) on controversial GSP element(s). Develop outreach 
material and identify methods to share information with stakeholders, public, member agencies, and GSA(s). 
Conduct meetings.  
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Form an interdisciplinary Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) that includes individuals who are willing to lend 
their expertise to the GSP development and implementation. Ensure the TAC will review, comment, and advise 
during GSP development regarding technical issues relevant to GSP development tasks. 
 
Engage the tribes with Plumas County as the primary point of contact on the SGMA process, tribal water 
rights, and tribal lands. Consult with DWR’s Office of Tribal Policy Advisor for guidance. 
 
Deliverables: 

• Stakeholder Communication and Engagement Plan  
• Presentation materials for Technical Meetings 
• Meeting summaries included as attachments in the Quarterly Progress Report 

 
Category (c): GSP Development 
Prepare a GSP that meets the SGMA regulations. Work collaboratively with the GSA Advisory Committee to 
reach consensus whenever possible on the GSP as it is developed. Adjust and modify the GSP, as necessary, 
to respond to stakeholder input. Submit deliverables listed below electronically through an online reporting 
system. Compile the complete GSP and prepare for adoption by the GSA’s Board. Provide a minimum of 90-
day notice to local cities and counties for GSP review. Post a public notice for the hearing to adopt the GSP. 
Assist with conducting the public hearing to adopt the GSP. Provide summaries of activities within the 
Quarterly Progress Report(s). Submit the adopted GSP to the SGMA Portal and submit the email response 
from the SGMA Portal to DWR’s Project Manager. 
 
Activities to develop the GSP and sections that may be included within the GSP, but are not limited to, those 
described below. 
 

1. Initial Notification of GSP Preparation 
Prepare the initial notification of GSP preparation and submit to DWR and local agencies, distribute to 
the Grantee’s interested-parties email list, and post on the website. 
 

2. Data Collection and Analysis 
Compile, evaluate, and analyze data necessary for development of the GSP. Identify data gaps and 
develop a plan for obtaining that data. 
 

3. Integrated Hydrologic Modeling  
Evaluate the available options and develop an integrated hydrologic model for the Basin. Compile, 
evaluate, and compare simulated and local water budget information. Select and refine integrated 
hydrologic model for water budget development and other GSP model scenario analysis. Develop 
model scenarios, complete model runs, evaluate model results. Develop model scenarios to support 
evaluation of potential projects and management actions or other analysis.  

 
4. GSP Administrative Information  

Compile and organize information necessary for completing GSP Administrative Information section. 
 

5. Basin Setting  
Develop a GSP Basin Setting section for the Basin including, but not limited to, management areas as 
applicable, hydrogeologic conceptual model, current and historical groundwater conditions, and water 
budget.  

 
6. Sustainable Management Criteria  

Develop GSP Sustainable Management Criteria for the Basin, including analysis and determination of 
Sustainability Goals, Undesirable Results, Minimum Thresholds, Measurable Objectives, as 
appropriate. 
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7. Projects and Management Actions  

Develop Projects and Management Actions to achieve Sustainability Goals for the Basin, describe the 
implementation feasibility, and the method by which each will be evaluated for effectiveness. 

 
Deliverables:  

• Adopted GSP  
• Proof of Adopted GSP submittal to DWR 

 
Category (d): Monitoring / Assessment  
Prepare the Monitoring Network Section of the GSP.  Prepare an Engineering Packet that contains:  
agricultural pump flow metering program workplan; the groundwater pumping reduction assessment workplan; 
and the monitoring networks development workplan.  
 
Task 1: Monitoring Networks and Data Management 
 

1. Monitoring Protocols  
Identify and compile existing monitoring protocols, evaluate monitoring protocols for consistency with 
GSP regulations, update protocals as necessary to meet GSP requiremens, and document final 
monitoring protocols for GSP data.  
 

2. Data and Reporting Standards 
Identify and compile data and reporting standards in compliance with the GSP regulations. Check past 
and future data procedures to verify they comply with the standards. Review existing compiled data for 
use in the GSP preparation; correct, reformat, and qualify data; determine data gaps; and provide data 
gap information for use in the development of the Monitoring Network(s). 
 

3. Data Management System (DMS) 
Develop a DMS that is consistent with the GSP regulations. Define DMS System specifications and 
requirements; evaluate DMS options based on project needs, cost, and ease of use; develop and test a 
beta DMS system; and finalize the DMS system.  
 

4. Monitoring Networks 
Define a monitoring network capable of demonstrating trends in groundwater and related conditions 
over different time frames, as necessary, to evaluate GSP implementation, and as related to each 
Sustainability Indicator. The monitoring network should include, but not be limited to, those described 
below. Use the findings to identify monitoring locations to address the identified data gaps. Update the 
Monitoring Network section of the GSP to refine procedures and protocols, as needed, based upon the 
findings from the monitoring well installation activities.  
 

a. Subsidence Network 
Select and install new monitoring points and ground-truth existing ground level monitoring points to 
monitor subsidence and to ascertain significance and unreasonable effects. Establish, map, and 
describe level monitoring points or areas. Obtain landowner access agreements where necessary for 
the network. Develop sample datasets to ensure data monitoring, management and analyses will be 
consistent with DMS data management and processing tools. Identify additional tools for inclusion in 
the GSP. Finalize reporting structure and standard operating procedures (SOPs). 
 

b. Groundwater Well Network Expansion Utilizing CASGEM 
Identify CASGEM wells (and available private wells) to address spatial or temporal data gaps defined in 
the GSP or in collaboration with the GSP effort. Verify potential groundwater level wells for suitability 
(e.g., access, instrumentation suitability, internal video log of considered wells, location).  Develop all 
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monitoring point data required for GSP, including surveying well elevations and establishing appropriate 
location data for all district monitoring wells.  
 

c. Agricultural Pump Flow Metering Program 
Identify the temporal and spatial data requirements for the agricultural pump flow metering program. 
Identify and prioritize metering locations for inclusion in the agricultural pump metering program. 
Develop SOPs for agricultural pump flow metering, including upgrades to current systems and for new 
installations. Specify instrumentation and equipment.  
 

d. Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems (GDE) 
Focus on approaches for GDE monitoring and develop and assess monitoring alternatives. Identify 
potential funding and implementation partners based on monitoring goals and value, including outside 
of SGMA and for broader ecosystem/environmental assessment. Perform CEQA review and permitting 
if implementation requires, as well as permits for installations of shallow piezometers.  
 

5. Financial and Economic Resources Assessment and Estimate of GSP Implementation Costs 
Quantify the sustainable financial resources. Develop cost structures for potential monitoring network 
alternatives using best available data, estimate required funding levels for each, and discuss data 
products and their use and value. Consider the Different sustainability indicators currently or at risk of 
becoming significant and unreasonable. Recommend cost savings opportunities and consider 
alternative funding sources. 
 

Deliverables:  
• Technical memorandum on development of DMS  
• Financial and Economic Resources Assessment Technical Memorandum 
• Engineering Packet 

 
Task 2: Agricultural Pump Flow Metering Program 
Ensure that flow meters are installed in compliance with manufacturers specifications, working properly, and 
properly calibrated. Develop SOPs for agricultural pump flow metering program, including specifications for 
new installations and upgrades to current systems. Specify instrumentation and equipment.  
 
Subtask 3.1: Planning/Design/Environmental 
Perform site visits for proposed new meter installations and existing meter installations.  Evaluate current 
installations and meters for compliance with SOPs. Determine if meter requires calibration or repair. Develop 
site-specific plans to make each meter consistent with developed SOPs.  
 
Deliverables: 

• Site Visit Summary Documentation 
 
Subtask 3.2: Flow Meter Installation, Repair, and Calibration 
Install flow meters as described in the Engineering Packet and SOPs. Upgrade existing meter installations that 
are not compliant with developed SOPs.  Have all meters repaired that are identified as needing repair.  Have 
all meters identified requiring calibration properly calibrated. 
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Deliverables: 
• Site Visit Summary Documentation 

 
Task 3: Monitoring Networks 
Based on the data gap analysis, identify and select additional GSP-related monitoring points and bring all 
monitoring network points (new and existing) up to monitoring program standards.   
 
Anticipated activties include establishing appropriate location data and descriptions for points, mapping 
monitoring networks, surveying monitoring point elevations, and developing network instructions. 
 
Deliverables: 

• Monitoring Networks Technical Memorandum 
 

Task 4: Groundwater Pumping Reduction Assessment  
Investigate opportunities or methods to reduce and optimize groundwater pumping practices. Engage 
agricultural groundwater users to identify opportunities/methods to reduce and/or optimize groundwater 
pumping practices. Prioritize and investigate opportunities and methods identifies including working with 
surface water delivery agencies to determine extent of surface water delivery flexibility and determine 
optimized delivery schedule. Develop a groundwater pumping optimization work plan. Obtain landowner 
access agreements where necessary. Under take work identified in the work plan including the purchase and 
installation of irrigation efficiency measures, evaluation of recording metered pumping, and calculating 
reduction in groundwater extraction from measures undertaken. 
 
Develop technical results and recommendations document(s) that describe the results of the various 
evaluations and investigations and provides recommendations for optimizing groundwater and surface water 
use in the basin.  This document will be used to inform planning efforts and future project evaluations. 
 
Deliverables: 

• Technical results and recommendations document(s) 
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Exhibit B 
BUDGET  

Project Title: Sierra Valley Subbasin GSP Development  

Grantee: Sierra Valley Groundwater Management District  

Project serves a need of a Disadvantaged Area?: Yes 

Local Cost Share Required: 0% 

Budget Categories Grant 
Amount 

Local Cost 
Share 

(Non-State 
Fund Source)1 

Total Cost 
% Local 

Cost 
Share 

(a) Grant Agreement Administration  $200,000 $0 $200,000  

(b) Stakeholder Engagement / Outreach $110,000 $0 $110,000  

(c) GSP Development $905,000 $0 $905,000  

(d) Monitoring / Assessment $785,000 $0 $785,000  

TOTAL: $2,000,000 $0 $2,000,000 0% 
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Exhibit C 
SCHEDULE 

Project Title: Sierra Valley Subbasin GSP Development  

 

NOTES: 
1Exhibit C Schedule only dictates the work start date and the work end date for the Budget Category listed. The Grantee should refer to 
the Deliverable Due Date Schedule that has been approved by the DWR Grant Manager to obtain the estimated due date for the 
deliverables listed in Exhibit A. The dates listed in Exhibit C Schedule are date ranges that correlates to the activities listed within that 
Budget Category in Exhibit A. Eligible costs for each Budget Category will only be approved if the work completed falls within the date 
ranges listed in Exhibit C. 
  

Categories Start Date1 End Date1 

(a) Grant Agreement Administration  02/03/2020 10/31/2022 

(b) Stakeholder Engagement / Outreach 08/04/2020 01/31/2022 

(c) GSP Development  08/04/2020 04/30/2022 

(d) Monitoring / Assessment 08/04/2020 09/30/2022 
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Exhibit D 
STANDARD CONDITIONS 

D.1. ACCOUNTING AND DEPOSIT OF FUNDING DISBURSEMENT: 

A. Separate Accounting of Funding Disbursements: The Grantee shall account for the money 
disbursed pursuant to this Grant Agreement separately from all other Grantee funds. The Grantee 
shall maintain audit and accounting procedures that are in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles and practices, consistently applied. The Grantee shall keep complete and 
accurate records of all receipts and disbursements on expenditures of such funds. The Grantee 
shall require its contractors or subcontractors to maintain books, records, and other documents 
pertinent to their work in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and practices. 
Records are subject to inspection by the State at any and all reasonable times. 

B. Disposition of Money Disbursed: All money disbursed pursuant to this Grant Agreement shall be 
deposited in a non-interest bearing account, administered, and accounted for pursuant to the 
provisions of applicable law. 

C. Remittance of Unexpended Funds: The Grantee shall remit to the State any unexpended funds that 
were disbursed to the Grantee under this Grant Agreement and were not used to pay Eligible 
Project Costs within a period of sixty (60) calendar days from the final disbursement from the State 
to the Grantee of funds or, within thirty (30) calendar days of the expiration of the Grant Agreement, 
whichever comes first. 

D.2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CREDIT AND SIGNAGE: The Grantee shall include appropriate 
acknowledgement of credit to the State for its support when promoting the Project or using any data 
and/or information developed under this Grant Agreement. Signage shall be posted in a prominent 
location at Project site(s) (if applicable) or at the Grantee’s headquarters and shall include the 
Department of Water Resources color logo and the following disclosure statement: “Funding for this 
project has been provided in full or in part from the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal 
Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68) and through an agreement with the 
State Department of Water Resources.”  The Grantee shall also include in each of its contracts for work 
under this Agreement a provision that incorporates the requirements stated within this paragraph. 

D.3. AMENDMENT: This Grant Agreement may be amended at any time by mutual agreement of the 
Parties, except insofar as any proposed amendments are in any way contrary to applicable law. 
Requests by the Grantee for amendments must be in writing stating the amendment request and the 
reason for the request. Requests solely for a time extension must be submitted at least 90 days prior to 
the work completion date set forth in Paragraph 2, “Term of Grant Agreement.” Any other request for an 
amendment must be submitted at least 180 days prior to the work completion date set forth in 
Paragraph 2, “Term of Grant Agreement.” The State shall have no obligation to agree to an 
amendment. 

D.4. AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: By signing this Grant Agreement, the Grantee assures the 
State that it complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, (42 U.S.C. § 12101 et 
seq.), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability, as well as all applicable regulations and 
guidelines issued pursuant to the ADA. 

D.5. AUDITS: The State reserves the right to conduct an audit at any time between the execution of this 
Grant Agreement and the completion of the Project, with the costs of such audit borne by the State. 
After completion of the Project, the State may require the Grantee to conduct a final audit to the State’s 
specifications, at the Grantee’s expense, such audit to be conducted by and a report prepared by an 
independent Certified Public Accountant. Failure or refusal by the Grantee to comply with this provision 
shall be considered a breach of this Grant Agreement, and the State may elect to pursue any remedies 
provided in Paragraph 10, “Default Provisions” or take any other action it deems necessary to protect 
its interests. The Grantee agrees it shall return any audit disallowances to the State. 
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Pursuant to Government Code section 8546.7, the Grantee shall be subject to the examination and 
audit by the State for a period of three (3) years after final payment under this Grant Agreement with 
respect of all matters connected with this Grant Agreement, including but not limited to, the cost of 
administering this Grant Agreement. All records of the Grantee or its contractor or subcontractors shall 
be preserved for this purpose for at least three (3) years after receipt of the final disbursement under 
this Agreement. If an audit reveals any impropriety, the Bureau of State Audits or the State Controller’s 
Office may conduct a full audit of any or all of the Grantee’s activities. (Pub. Resources Code, § 80012, 
subd. (b).) 

D.6. BUDGET CONTINGENCY: If the Budget Act of the current year covered under this Grant Agreement 
does not appropriate sufficient funds for this program, this Grant Agreement shall be of no force and 
effect. This provision shall be construed as a condition precedent to the obligation of the State to make 
any payments under this Grant Agreement. In this event, the State shall have no liability to pay any 
funds whatsoever to the Grantee or to furnish any other considerations under this Grant Agreement and 
the Grantee shall not be obligated to perform any provisions of this Grant Agreement. Nothing in this 
Grant Agreement shall be construed to provide the Grantee with a right of priority for payment over any 
other Grantee. If funding for any fiscal year after the current year covered by this Grant Agreement is 
reduced or deleted by the Budget Act, by Executive Order, or by order of the Department of Finance, 
the State shall have the option to either cancel this Grant Agreement with no liability occurring to the 
State, or offer a Grant Agreement amendment to the Grantee to reflect the reduced amount. 

D.7. CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION CORPS: The Grantee may use the services of the California 
Conservation Corps or other community conservation corps as defined in Public Resources Code 
section 14507.5. 

D.8. CEQA: Activities funded under this Grant Agreement, regardless of funding source, must be in 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). (Pub. Resources Code, § 21000 et 
seq.)  Any work that is subject to CEQA and funded under this Agreement shall not proceed until 
documents that satisfy the CEQA process are received by the DWR Grant Manager and the State has 
completed its CEQA compliance. Work funded under this Agreement that is subject to a CEQA 
document shall not proceed until and unless approved by the Department of Water Resources. Such 
approval is fully discretionary and shall constitute a condition precedent to any work for which it is 
required. If CEQA compliance by the Grantee is not complete at the time the State signs this 
Agreement, once the State has considered the environmental documents, it may decide to require 
changes, alterations, or other mitigation to the Project; or to not fund the Project. Should the State 
decide to not fund the Project, this Agreement shall be terminated in accordance with Paragraph 10, 
“Default Provisions.” 

D.9. CHILD SUPPORT COMPLIANCE ACT: The Grantee acknowledges in accordance with Public Contract 
Code section 7110, that: 

A. The Grantee recognizes the importance of child and family support obligations and shall fully 
comply with all applicable state and federal laws relating to child and family support enforcement, 
including, but not limited to, disclosure of information and compliance with earnings assignment 
orders, as provided in Family Code section 5200 et seq.; and 

B. The Grantee, to the best of its knowledge is fully complying with the earnings assignment orders of 
all employees and is providing the names of all new employees to the New Hire Registry 
maintained by the California Employment Development Department. 

D.10. CLAIMS DISPUTE: Any claim that the Grantee may have regarding performance of this Agreement 
including, but not limited to, claims for additional compensation or extension of time, shall be submitted 
to the DWR Project Representative, within thirty (30) days of the Grantee’s knowledge of the claim. The 
State and the Grantee shall then attempt to negotiate a resolution of such claim and process an 
amendment to this Agreement to implement the terms of any such resolution. 
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D.11. COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND PROCUREMENTS: The Grantee’s contracts with other entities for the 
acquisition of goods and services and construction of public works with funds provided by the State 
under this Grant Agreement must be in writing and shall comply with all applicable laws and regulations 
regarding the securing of competitive bids and undertaking competitive negotiations. If the Grantee 
does not have a written policy to award contracts through a competitive bidding or sole source process, 
the Department of General Services’ State Contracting Manual rules must be followed and are 
available at: https://www.dgs.ca.gov/OLS/Resources/Page-Content/Office-of-Legal-Services-
Resources-List-Folder/State-Contracting. 

D.12. COMPUTER SOFTWARE: The Grantee certifies that it has appropriate systems and controls in place 
to ensure that state funds will not be used in the performance of this Grant Agreement for the 
acquisition, operation, or maintenance of computer software in violation of copyright laws. 

D.13. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: All participants are subject to State and Federal conflict of interest laws. 
Failure to comply with these laws, including business and financial disclosure provisions, will result in 
the application being rejected and any subsequent contract being declared void. Other legal action may 
also be taken. Applicable statutes include, but are not limited to, Government Code section 1090 and 
Public Contract Code sections 10410 and 10411, for State conflict of interest requirements. 

A. Current State Employees: No State officer or employee shall engage in any employment, activity, or 
enterprise from which the officer or employee receives compensation or has a financial interest and 
which is sponsored or funded by any State agency, unless the employment, activity, or enterprise is 
required as a condition of regular State employment. No State officer or employee shall contract on 
his or her own behalf as an independent contractor with any State agency to provide goods or 
services. 

B. Former State Employees: For the two-year period from the date he or she left State employment, 
no former State officer or employee may enter into a contract in which he or she engaged in any of 
the negotiations, transactions, planning, arrangements, or any part of the decision-making process 
relevant to the contract while employed in any capacity by any State agency. For the twelve-month 
period from the date he or she left State employment, no former State officer or employee may 
enter into a contract with any State agency if he or she was employed by that State agency in a 
policy-making position in the same general subject area as the proposed contract within the twelve-
month period prior to his or her leaving State service. 

C. Employees of the Grantee: Employees of the Grantee shall comply with all applicable provisions of 
law pertaining to conflicts of interest, including but not limited to any applicable conflict of interest 
provisions of the California Political Reform Act. (Gov. Code, § 87100 et seq.) 

D. Employees and Consultants to the Grantee: Individuals working on behalf of a Grantee may be 
required by the Department to file a Statement of Economic Interests (Fair Political Practices 
Commission Form 700) if it is determined that an individual is a consultant for Political Reform Act 
purposes. 

D.14. DELIVERY OF INFORMATION, REPORTS, AND DATA: The Grantee agrees to expeditiously provide 
throughout the term of this Grant Agreement, such reports, data, information, and certifications as may 
be reasonably required by the State. 

D.15. DISPOSITION OF EQUIPMENT: The Grantee shall provide to the State, not less than 30 calendar days 
prior to submission of the final invoice, an itemized inventory of equipment purchased with funds 
provided by the State. The inventory shall include all items with a current estimated fair market value of 
more than $5,000.00 per item. Within 60 calendar days of receipt of such inventory the State shall 
provide the Grantee with a list of the items on the inventory that the State will take title to. All other 
items shall become the property of the Grantee. The State shall arrange for delivery from the Grantee 
of items that it takes title to. Cost of transportation, if any, shall be borne by the State. 

D.16. DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE CERTIFICATION: Certification of Compliance: By signing this Grant 
Agreement, the Grantee, its contractors or subcontractors hereby certify, under penalty of perjury under 
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the laws of the State of California, compliance with the requirements of the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 
1990 (Gov. Code, § 8350 et seq.) and have or will provide a drug-free workplace by taking the following 
actions: 

A. Publish a statement notifying employees, contractors, and subcontractors that unlawful 
manufacture, distribution, dispensation, possession, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited 
and specifying actions to be taken against employees, contractors, or subcontractors for violations, 
as required by Government Code section 8355. 

B. Establish a Drug-Free Awareness Program, as required by Government Code section 8355 to 
inform employees, contractors, or subcontractors about all of the following: 

i. The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace, 

ii. The Grantee’s policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace, 

iii. Any available counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance programs, and 

iv. Penalties that may be imposed upon employees, contractors, and subcontractors for drug 
abuse violations. 

C. Provide, as required by Government Code section 8355, that every employee, contractor, and/or 
subcontractor who works under this Grant Agreement: 

i. Will receive a copy of the Grantee’s drug-free policy statement, and 

ii. Will agree to abide by terms of the Grantee’s condition of employment, contract or subcontract. 

D.17. EASEMENTS: Where the Grantee acquires property in fee title or funds improvements to real property 
already owned in fee by the Grantee using State funds provided through this Grant Agreement, an 
appropriate easement or other title restriction shall be provided and approved by the State. The 
easement or other title restriction must be in first position ahead of any recorded mortgage or lien on 
the property unless this requirement is waived by the State. 

Where the Grantee acquires an easement under this Agreement, the Grantee agrees to monitor and 
enforce the terms of the easement, unless the easement is subsequently transferred to another land 
management or conservation organization or entity with State permission, at which time monitoring and 
enforcement responsibilities will transfer to the new easement owner. 

Failure to provide an easement acceptable to the State may result in termination of this Agreement.  

D.18. GRANTEE'S RESPONSIBILITIES: The Grantee and its representatives shall:  

A. Faithfully and expeditiously perform or cause to be performed all project work as described in 
Exhibit A, “Work Plan” and in accordance with Project Exhibit B, “Budget” and Exhibit C, “Schedule”.  

B. Must maintain eligibility requirements as outlined in the 2019 Guidelines and 2019 PSP. 

C. Accept and agree to comply with all terms, provisions, conditions, and written commitments of this 
Grant Agreement, including all incorporated documents, and to fulfill all assurances, declarations, 
representations, and statements made by the Grantee in the application, documents, amendments, 
and communications filed in support of its request for funding.  

D. Comply with all applicable California, federal, and local laws and regulations.  

E. Implement the Project in accordance with applicable provisions of the law.  

F. Fulfill its obligations under the Grant Agreement and be responsible for the performance of the 
Project.  

G. Obtain any and all permits, licenses, and approvals required for performing any work under this 
Grant Agreement, including those necessary to perform design, construction, or operation and 
maintenance of the Project. The Grantee shall provide copies of permits and approvals to the State. 
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H. Be solely responsible for design, construction, and operation and maintenance of projects within the 
work plan. Review or approval of plans, specifications, bid documents, or other construction 
documents by the State is solely for the purpose of proper administration of funds by the State and 
shall not be deemed to relieve or restrict responsibilities of the Grantee under this Agreement. 

I. Be solely responsible for all work and for persons or entities engaged in work performed pursuant to 
this Agreement, including, but not limited to, contractors, subcontractors, suppliers, and providers of 
services. The Grantee shall be responsible for any and all disputes arising out of its contracts for 
work on the Project, including but not limited to payment disputes with contractors and 
subcontractors. The State will not mediate disputes between the Grantee and any other entity 
concerning responsibility for performance of work.  

D.19. GOVERNING LAW: This Grant Agreement is governed by and shall be interpreted in accordance with 
the laws of the State of California. 

D.20. INCOME RESTRICTIONS: The Grantee agrees that any refunds, rebates, credits, or other amounts 
(including any interest thereon) accruing to or received by the Grantee under this Agreement shall be 
paid by the Grantee to the State, to the extent that they are properly allocable to costs for which the 
Grantee has been reimbursed by the State under this Agreement. The Grantee shall also include in 
each of its contracts for work under this Agreement a provision that incorporates the requirements 
stated within this paragraph. 

D.21. INDEMNIFICATION: The Grantee shall indemnify and hold and save the State, its officers, agents, and 
employees, free and harmless from any and all liabilities for any claims and damages (including inverse 
condemnation) that may arise out of the Project and this Agreement, and any breach of this Agreement. 
The Grantee shall require its contractors or subcontractors to name the State, its officers, agents and 
employees as additional insureds on their liability insurance for activities undertaken pursuant to this 
Agreement. 

D.22. INDEPENDENT CAPACITY: The Grantee, and the agents and employees of the Grantees, in the 
performance of the Grant Agreement, shall act in an independent capacity and not as officers, 
employees, or agents of the State. 

D.23. INSPECTION OF BOOKS, RECORDS, AND REPORTS: During regular office hours, each of the 
parties hereto and their duly authorized representatives shall have the right to inspect and to make 
copies of any books, records, or reports of either party pertaining to this Grant Agreement or matters 
related hereto. Each of the parties hereto shall maintain and shall make available at all times for such 
inspection accurate records of all its costs, disbursements, and receipts with respect to its activities 
under this Grant Agreement. Failure or refusal by the Grantee to comply with this provision shall be 
considered a breach of this Grant Agreement, and the State may withhold disbursements to the 
Grantee or take any other action it deems necessary to protect its interests. 

D.24. INSPECTIONS OF PROJECT BY STATE: The State shall have the right to inspect the work being 
performed at any and all reasonable times during the term of the Grant Agreement. This right shall 
extend to any subcontracts, and the Grantee shall include provisions ensuring such access in all its 
contracts or subcontracts entered into pursuant to its Grant Agreement with the State. 

D.25. LABOR CODE COMPLIANCE: The Grantee agrees to be bound by all the provisions of the Labor 
Code regarding prevailing wages and shall monitor all contracts subject to reimbursement from this 
Agreement to assure that the prevailing wage provisions of the Labor Code are being met. Current 
Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) requirements may be found at: http://www.dir.ca.gov/ lcp.asp. 
For more information, please refer to DIR’s Public Works Manual at: http://www.dir.ca.gov/ 
dlse/PWManualCombined.pdf. The Grantee affirms that it is aware of the provisions of section 3700 of 
the Labor Code, which requires every employer to be insured against liability for workers’ compensation 
or to undertake self-insurance, and the Grantee affirms that it will comply with such provisions before 
commencing the performance of the work under this Agreement and will make its contractors and 
subcontractors aware of this provision. 
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D.26. MODIFICATION OF OVERALL WORK PLAN: At the request of the Grantee, the State may at its sole 
discretion approve non-material changes to the portions of Exhibits A, B, and C which concern the 
budget and schedule without formally amending this Grant Agreement. Non-material changes with 
respect to the budget are changes that only result in reallocation of less than 20 percent (20%) of any 
line item within the budget and will not result in an increase in the amount of the State Grant 
Agreement. Non-material changes with respect to the Project schedule are changes that will not extend 
the term of this Grant Agreement. Requests for non-material changes to the budget and schedule must 
be submitted by the Grantee to the State in writing and are not effective unless and until specifically 
approved by the State’s Program Manager in writing.  

D.27. NONDISCRIMINATION: During the performance of this Grant Agreement, the Grantee and its 
contractors or subcontractors shall not unlawfully discriminate, harass, or allow harassment against any 
employee or applicant for employment because of sex (gender), sexual orientation, race, color, 
ancestry, religion, creed, national origin (including language use restriction), pregnancy, physical 
disability (including HIV and AIDS), mental disability, medical condition (cancer/genetic characteristics), 
age (over 40), marital status, and denial of medial and family care leave or pregnancy disability leave. 
The Grantee and its contractors or subcontractors shall ensure that the evaluation and treatment of 
their employees and applicants for employment are free from such discrimination and harassment. The 
Grantee and its contractors or subcontractors shall comply with the provisions of the California Fair 
Employment and Housing Act (Gov. Code, § 12990.) and the applicable regulations promulgated there 
under (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 2, § 11000 et seq.). The applicable regulations of the Fair Employment and 
Housing are incorporated into this Agreement by reference. The Grantee and its contractors or 
subcontractors shall give written notice of their obligations under this clause to labor organizations with 
which they have a collective bargaining or other agreement. 

The Grantee shall include the nondiscrimination and compliance provisions of this clause in all 
subcontracts to perform work under the Grant Agreement. 

D.28. OPINIONS AND DETERMINATIONS: Where the terms of this Grant Agreement provide for action to be 
based upon, judgment, approval, review, or determination of either party hereto, such terms are not 
intended to be and shall never be construed as permitting such opinion, judgment, approval, review, or 
determination to be arbitrary, capricious, or unreasonable. 

D.29. PERFORMANCE BOND: Where contractors are used, the Grantee shall not authorize construction to 
begin until each contractor has furnished a performance bond in favor of the Grantee in the following 
amounts: faithful performance (100%) of contract value, and labor and materials (100%) of contract 
value. This requirement shall not apply to any contract for less than $25,000.00. Any bond issued 
pursuant to this paragraph must be issued by a California-admitted surety. (Pub. Contract Code, § 
7103; Code Civ. Proc., § 995.311.) 

D.30. PRIORITY HIRING CONSIDERATIONS: If this Grant Agreement includes services in excess of 
$200,000, the Grantee shall give priority consideration in filling vacancies in positions funded by the 
Grant Agreement to qualified recipients of aid under Welfare and Institutions Code section 11200 in 
accordance with Public Contract Code section 10353. 

D.31. PROHIBITION AGAINST DISPOSAL OF PROJECT WITHOUT STATE PERMISSION: The Grantee 
shall not sell, abandon, lease, transfer, exchange, mortgage, hypothecate, or encumber in any manner 
whatsoever all or any portion of any real or other property necessarily connected or used in conjunction 
with the Project, or with the Grantee’s service of water, without prior permission of the State. The 
Grantee shall not take any action, including but not limited to actions relating to user fees, charges, and 
assessments that could adversely affect the ability of the Grantee meet its obligations under this Grant 
Agreement, without prior written permission of the State. The State may require that the proceeds from 
the disposition of any real or personal property be remitted to the State. 
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D.32. PROJECT ACCESS: The Grantee shall ensure that the State, the Governor of the State, or any 
authorized representative of the foregoing, will have safe and suitable access to the Project site at all 
reasonable times during Project construction and thereafter for the term of this Agreement. 

D.33. REMAINING BALANCE: In the event the Grantee does not submit invoices requesting all of the funds 
encumbered under this Grant Agreement, any remaining funds revert to the State. The State will notify 
the Grantee stating that the Project file is closed and any remaining balance will be disencumbered and 
unavailable for further use under this Grant Agreement. 

D.34. REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE: The use by either party of any remedy specified herein for the 
enforcement of this Grant Agreement is not exclusive and shall not deprive the party using such remedy 
of, or limit the application of, any other remedy provided by law. 

D.35. RETENTION: The State shall withhold ten percent (10%) of the funds requested by the Grantee for 
reimbursement of Eligible Project Costs until the Project is completed and Final Project Report is 
approved.  At the State's discretion and upon a written request by the Grantee, any retained amount 
attributable to a single Component may be released when that Component is complete and the Final 
Component Completion Report is approved.  Any retained amounts due to the Grantee will be promptly 
disbursed to the Grantee, without interest, upon completion of the Project or an approved Component 
upon request. 

D.36. RIGHTS IN DATA: The Grantee agrees that all data, plans, drawings, specifications, reports, computer 
programs, operating manuals, notes and other written or graphic work produced in the performance of 
this Grant Agreement shall be made available to the State and shall be in the public domain to the 
extent to which release of such materials is required under the California Public Records Act. (Gov. 
Code, § 6250 et seq.) The Grantee may disclose, disseminate and use in whole or in part, any final 
form data and information received, collected and developed under this Grant Agreement, subject to 
appropriate acknowledgement of credit to the State for financial support. The Grantee shall not utilize 
the materials for any profit-making venture or sell or grant rights to a third party who intends to do so. 
The State shall have the right to use any data described in this paragraph for any public purpose. 

D.37. SEVERABILITY: Should any portion of this Grant Agreement be determined to be void or 
unenforceable, such shall be severed from the whole and the Grant Agreement shall continue as 
modified. 

D.38. SUSPENSION OF PAYMENTS: This Grant Agreement may be subject to suspension of payments or 
termination, or both if the State determines that: 

A. The Grantee, its contractors, or subcontractors have made a false certification, or 

B. The Grantee, its contractors, or subcontractors violates the certification by failing to carry out the 
requirements noted in this Grant Agreement. 

D.39. SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS: This Grant Agreement and all of its provisions shall apply to and bind 
the successors and assigns of the parties. No assignment or transfer of this Grant Agreement or any 
part thereof, rights hereunder, or interest herein by the Grantee shall be valid unless and until it is 
approved by the State and made subject to such reasonable terms and conditions as the State may 
impose.  

D.40. TERMINATION BY THE GRANTEE: Subject to State approval which may be reasonably withheld, the 
Grantee may terminate this Agreement and be relieved of contractual obligations. In doing so, the 
Grantee must provide a reason(s) for termination. The Grantee must submit all progress reports 
summarizing accomplishments up until termination date. 

D.41. TERMINATION FOR CAUSE: Subject to the right to cure under Paragraph 10, “Default Provisions,” the 
State may terminate this Grant Agreement and be relieved of any payments should the Grantee fail to 
perform the requirements of this Grant Agreement at the time and in the manner herein, provided 
including but not limited to reasons of default under Paragraph 10, “Default Provisions.” 
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D.42. TERMINATION WITHOUT CAUSE: The State may terminate this Agreement without cause on 30 days’ 
advance written notice. The Grantee shall be reimbursed for all reasonable expenses incurred up to the 
date of termination. 

D.43. THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARIES: The parties to this Agreement do not intend to create rights in, or 
grant remedies to, any third party as a beneficiary of this Agreement, or any duty, covenant, obligation 
or understanding established herein. 

D.44. TIMELINESS: Time is of the essence in this Grant Agreement. 

D.45. UNION ORGANIZING: The Grantee, by signing this Grant Agreement, hereby acknowledges the 
applicability of Government Code sections 16645 through 16649 to this Grant Agreement. Furthermore, 
the Grantee, by signing this Grant Agreement, hereby certifies that: 

A. No State funds disbursed by this Grant Agreement will be used to assist, promote, or deter union 
organizing. 

B. The Grantee shall account for State funds disbursed for a specific expenditure by this Grant 
Agreement to show those funds were allocated to that expenditure. 

C. The Grantee shall, where State funds are not designated as described in (b) above, allocate, on a 
pro rata basis, all disbursements that support the program. 

D. If the Grantee makes expenditures to assist, promote, or deter union organizing, the Grantee will 
maintain records sufficient to show that no State funds were used for those expenditures and that 
the Grantee shall provide those records to the Attorney General upon request. 

D.46. VENUE: The State and the Grantee hereby agree that any action arising out of this Agreement shall be 
filed and maintained in the Superior Court in and for the County of Sacramento, California, or in the 
United States District Court in and for the Eastern District of California. The Grantee hereby waives any 
existing sovereign immunity for the purposes of this Agreement. 

D.47. WAIVER OF RIGHTS: None of the provisions of this Grant Agreement shall be deemed waived unless 
expressly waived in writing. It is the intention of the parties here to that from time to time either party 
may waive any of its rights under this Grant Agreement unless contrary to law. Any waiver by either 
party of rights arising in connection with the Grant Agreement shall not be deemed to be a waiver with 
respect to any other rights or matters, and such provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 
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Exhibit E 
AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION ACCEPTING FUNDS  
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Exhibit F 
REPORT FORMATS AND REQUIREMENTS 

The following reporting formats should be utilized. Please obtain State approval prior to submitting a report in 
an alternative format.  
1. QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORTS 

• A Progress Report template will be provided by the assigned Grant Manager. Grantees must 
use the template provided for all Quarterly Progress Reports to obtain reimbursement and credit 
for local cost share reported. The Progress Report must accompany an Invoice and be 
numbered the same for ease of reference for auditing purposes. 

 
2. COMPONENT COMPLETION REPORT 

Component Completion Reports shall generally use the following format. 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – Should include a brief summary of project information and include the 
following items: 

• Brief description of work proposed to be done in the original application 
• Description of actual work completed and any deviations from the work plan identified in the 

Grant Agreement 
REPORTS AND/OR PRODUCTS – The following items should be provided 

• Final Evaluation report 
• Electronic copies of any data collected, not previously submitted 
• As-built drawings 
• Final geodetic survey information 
• Self-Certification that the Project meets the stated goal of the Grant Agreement (e.g. 100-year 

level of flood protection, HMP standard, PI-84-99, etc.) 
• Project photos 
• Discussion of problems that occurred during the work and how those problems were resolved 
• A final project schedule showing actual progress versus planned progress 

COSTS AND DISPOSITION OF FUNDS – A list of showing: 
• The date each invoice was submitted to the State 
• The amount of the invoice 
• The date the check was received 
• The amount of the check (If a check has not been received for the final invoice, then state this in 

this section.) 
• A summary of the payments made by the Grantee for meeting its cost sharing obligations under 

this Grant Agreement. 
• A summary of final funds disbursement including: 

o Labor cost of personnel of agency/ major consultant /sub-consultants. Indicate personnel, 
hours, rates, type of profession and reason for consultant, i.e., design, CEQA work, etc. 

o Evaluation cost information, shown by material, equipment, labor costs, and any change 
orders 

o Any other incurred cost detail 
o A statement verifying separate accounting of funding disbursements 

• Summary of project cost including the following items: 
o Accounting of the cost of project expenditure; 
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o Include all internal and external costs not previously disclosed; and 
o A discussion of factors that positively or negatively affected the project cost and any 

deviation from the original project cost estimate. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION – Any relevant additional Information should be included. 

 
3. GRANT COMPLETION REPORT 

Grant Completion Reports shall generally use the following format. 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – The Executive Summary consists of a maximum of ten (10) pages 
summarizing information for the grant as well as the individual components.  
REPORTS AND/OR PRODUCTS – The following items should be provided 
• Brief comparison of work proposed in the original 2017 SGWP Grant application and actual work 

done. 
• Brief description of the Project or components completed and how they achieve either or both of the 

following: 
o Serve SDAC(s) and support groundwater sustainability planning and management in the 

basin (Implementation Projects); and/or 
o Support planning, development, and/or preparation of GSP(s) that will comply with and meet 

the requirements of the GSP Regulations (GSP Development Projects). 
• Identify remaining work and mechanism for their implementation (Implementation Projects). 
• If applicable (e.g., if a DAC, EDA, or SDAC Cost Share Waiver was approved), a discussion of the 

benefits to DAC, EDA, and/or SDAC as part of this Grant Agreement. 
COSTS AND DISPOSITION OF FUNDS 
• A summary of final funds disbursement for the Project, or each component. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION – Any relevant additional Information should be included.3 
 
4. POST-PERFORMANCE REPORT 

The Post-Performance Report should be concise and focus on how (each/the) project or component is 
actually performing compared to its expected performance; whether the project or component is being 
operated and maintained, and providing intended benefits as proposed (for Implementation Project or 
components). The Post-Performance Report should follow the same general format and provide requested 
information as required to be included in the Project Monitoring Plan (Exhibit K). As applicable, the following 
information, at a minimum, shall be provided:   

 REPORTS AND/OR PRODUCTS: 

• Time period of the annual report (e.g., January 2018 through December 2018) 
• Short project description 
• Discussion of the project benefits 
• An assessment of any explanations for any differences between the expected versus actual project 

benefits as stated in the original 2017 SGWP Grant application. Where applicable, the reporting 
should include quantitative metrics (i.e., new acre-feet of water produced that year, etc.). 

• Summary of any additional costs and/or benefits deriving from the project since its completion, if 
applicable. 

• Continued reporting on meeting the Output Indicators and Targets discussed in the Project and/or 
Component Monitoring Plan discussed in Paragraph 18 of this Grant Agreement. 

• Any additional information relevant to or generated by the continued operation of the project. 
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Exhibit G 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DATA SUBMITTAL 

Surface and Groundwater Quality Data: 
Groundwater quality and ambient surface water quality monitoring data that include chemical, physical, or 
biological data shall be submitted to the State as described below, with a narrative description of data 
submittal activities included in project reports, as described in Exhibit G, “Requirements for Data 
Submittal.” 

Surface water quality monitoring data shall be prepared for submission to the California Environmental 
Data Exchange Network (CEDEN). The CEDEN data templates are available on the CEDEN website. 
Inclusion of additional data elements described on the data templates is desirable. Data ready for 
submission should be uploaded to your CEDEN Regional Data Center via the CEDEN website. CEDEN 
website: http://www.ceden.org.  

If a project’s Work Plan contains a groundwater ambient monitoring element, groundwater quality 
monitoring data shall be submitted to the State for inclusion in the State Water Resources Control Board’s 
Groundwater Ambient Monitoring and Assessment (GAMA) Program Information on the GAMA Program 
can be obtained at: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/gama/. If further information is 
required, the Grantee can contact the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) GAMA Program. A 
listing of SWRCB staff involved in the GAMA program can be found at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/gama/contact.shtml. 

Groundwater Level Data 
For each project that collects groundwater level data, the Grantee will need to submit this data to DWR’s 
Water Data Library (WDL), with a narrative description of data submittal activities included in project 
reports, as described in Exhibit F, “Report Formats and Requirements.” Information regarding the WDL and 
in what format to submit data in can be found at: http://www.water.ca.gov/waterdatalibrary/. 

In the near future, DWR’s WDL will be replaced by the California Statewide Groundwater Elevation 
Monitoring program (CASGEM). Once this Program comes online the Grantee will then submit 
groundwater level data to CASGEM. Information regarding the CASGEM program can be found at: 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/casgem/. 
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Exhibit H 
STATE AUDIT DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR GRANTEES 

The following provides a list of documents typically required by State Auditors and general guidelines for 
Grantees. List of documents pertains to both State funding and the Grantee’s Local Cost Share and details the 
documents/records that State Auditors would need to review in the event of this Grant Agreement is audited. 
Grantees should ensure that such records are maintained for each funded project.  
State Audit Document Requirements 
Internal Controls 
1. Organization chart (e.g., Agency’s overall organization chart and organization chart for the State funded 

Program/Project). 
2. Written internal procedures and flowcharts for the following: 

a) Receipts and deposits 
b) Disbursements 
c) State reimbursement requests 
d) Expenditure tracking of State funds 
e) Guidelines, policy, and procedures on State funded Program/Project 

3. Audit reports of the Agency internal control structure and/or financial statements within the last two years. 
4. Prior audit reports on the State funded Program/Project. 
State Funding: 
1. Original Grant Agreement, any amendment(s) and budget modification documents. 
2. A listing of all bond-funded grants, loans, or subventions received from the State. 
3. A listing of all other funding sources for each Program/Project. 
Contracts: 
1. All subcontractor and consultant contracts and related or partners’ documents, if applicable. 
2. Contracts between the Agency and member agencies as related to the State funded Program/Project. 
Invoices: 
1. Invoices from vendors and subcontractors for expenditures submitted to the State for payments under the 

Grant Agreement. 
2. Documentation linking subcontractor invoices to State reimbursement, requests and related Grant 

Agreement budget line items. 
3. Reimbursement requests submitted to the State for the Grant Agreement. 
Cash Documents: 
1. Receipts (copies of warrants) showing payments received from the State. 
2. Deposit slips (or bank statements) showing deposit of the payments received from the State. 
3. Cancelled checks or disbursement documents showing payments made to vendors, subcontractors, 

consultants, and/or agents under the grants or loans. 
4. Bank statements showing the deposit of the receipts. 
Accounting Records: 
1. Ledgers showing entries for funding receipts and cash disbursements. 
2. Ledgers showing receipts and cash disbursement entries of other funding sources. 
3. Bridging documents that tie the general ledger to requests for Grant Agreement reimbursement. 
Administration Costs: 
1. Supporting documents showing the calculation of administration costs. 
Personnel: 
1. List of all contractors and Agency staff that worked on the State funded Program/Project. 
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2. Payroll records including timesheets for contractor staff and the Agency personnel who provided services 
charged to the program 

Project Files: 
1. All supporting documentation maintained in the project files. 
2. All Grant Agreement related correspondence. 
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Exhibit I 
PROJECT LOCATION 
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Exhibit J 
MONITORING AND MAINTENANCE PLAN COMPONENTS 

Introduction  
• Goals and objectives of project 
• Site location and history 
• Improvements implemented  
Monitoring and Maintenance Plan  
• Monitoring Metrics (ex: Plant establishment, bank erosion, hydraulic characteristics, habitat expansion) 
• Maintenance Metrics (ex: irrigation, pest management, weed abatement, continuous invasive species 

removal until natives established)  
• Special Environmental Considerations (ex: resource agency requirements, permit requirements, 

CEQA/NEPA mitigation measures) 
• Performance Measures, or success/failure criteria monitoring results measured against (ex: percent 

canopy cover after 1, 5, 10 years, water temperature decrease, site specific sediment scour or retention) 
• Method of Reporting (ex: paper reports, online databases, public meetings) 
• Frequency of Duration Monitoring and Reporting (daily, weekly, monthly, yearly)  
• Frequency and Duration of Maintenance Activities  
• Responsible Party (who is conducting monitoring and/or maintenance) Implementing responsibility (i.e., 

who is responsible for monitoring and maintenance)  
• Adaptive Management Strategies (i.e., what happens when routine monitoring or maintenance encounters 

a problem) 
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BACKGROUND 

The purpose of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), signed by Governor 
Brown in 2014, is to ensure local sustainable groundwater management in medium- and high-
priority groundwater basins statewide. California’s Department of Water Resources (DWR) has 
determined that the Sierra Valley Groundwater basin located in Plumas and Sierra counties is 
medium priority and subject to SGMA. 

SGMA Milestones:  

 

DESIRED OUTCOMES & GOALS OF THE PLAN 

Plan Goals: SGMA requires Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) to consider the interests 
of beneficial uses and users of groundwater, and encourages involvement of diverse social, 
cultural, and economic elements of the population within the basin during Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan (GSP) preparation and implementation (Water Code Sections 10723.8(a) (4) 
and 10723.2).  

The goals of the Stakeholder Communications & Engagement Plan (Plan) are to:  

1. Enhance understanding and inform stakeholders about water and groundwater resources 
in the Sierra Valley basin, the purpose and need for sustainable groundwater 
management, the benefits of sustainable groundwater management, and the need for a 
GSP. 

2. Engage a diverse group of stakeholders throughout the GSP preparation and 
implementation process and promote informed feedback from stakeholders. 

3. Employ a variety of outreach methods that encourage broad participation and make 
participation accessible.   

4. Respond to stakeholder concerns and provide accurate and up-to-date information. 

5. Manage communications and engagement in a manner that provides maximum value to 
stakeholders and constitutes an efficient use of the GSAs’ resources.  

Time Period: This Stakeholder Communications & Engagement Plan is intended to cover 
communications and engagement through January 2022, which is when the GSP is due to be 
submitted to the DWR. Since this is a multi-year effort, this Plan may be amended, as needed.  

June 30, 2017 
Groundwater sustainability 

agencies formed 

January 31, 2022 
All high and 

medium priority 
basins managed by 

groundwater 
sustainability plans 

January 31, 2042 
All high and 

medium priority 
basins achieve 
groundwater 
sustainability



3 | P a g e  

Outcomes: The desired outcome of this Plan is to achieve adoption of the GSP with input from 
stakeholders in consideration of the economy and the environment within the basin. In practical 
terms, the GSP regulations require a communications section of the GSP that must include the 
following: 

• Explanation of the GSAs’ decision-making process 

• Identification of opportunities for public engagement and involvement 

• Description of GSAs’ encouragement of active involvement of diverse elements of the 
population within basin 

• Method the GSAs shall follow to inform the public about GSP progress 

This Plan forms the basis for the communications section of the GSP.  

The timelines below illustrate the concurrent processes of stakeholder engagement and other 
SGMA activities in the basin: 

 

GSP Planning Timeline and Stakeholder Communication at a Glance 

COMMUNICATIONS AND ENGAGEMENT FOR GSP ELEMENTS 

To engage the public in development of a GSP that is science-based, complex, technical, and 
includes achievable outcomes, GSAs will strive to meet the following overall objectives:  

• Educate the public, communicating what may often be complex concepts in a 
straightforward, comprehensible manner. 

• Show how the input received has been incorporated into the plan or process. 

• Remain focused on results and outcomes to develop a GSP that is compliant with SGMA.  

  

2018

•Developed inter-
agency agreements

•Began defining Basin 
Setting

•STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT

2019

•Continue Basin 
Setting work

•Describe Monitoring 
Protocols

•Begin Sustainable 
Management Criteria 

•STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT

2020

•Assessment and 
Improvement of 
Monitoring Networks

•Continue Sustainable 
Management Criteria 

•Begin Projects and 
Management Actions

•STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT

2021

•Continue Sustainable 
Management Criteria

•Continue Projects 
and Management 
Actions

•GSP document 
preparation and 
adoption

•STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT
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It is anticipated that the GSP will be developed in six phases:  

1. Preparation and submittal of initial notification of GSP preparation  

2. Definition of plan area and basin setting  

3. Development of sustainable management criteria, including the sustainability goal, 
definition of significant and unreasonable undesirable results, minimum thresholds, 
measurable objectives and interim milestones  

4. Assessment and improvement of existing monitoring program and data management 
system  

5. Identification and evaluation of proposed projects and management actions  

6. Development of GSP implementation costs, detailed schedule, and annual reporting to 
DWR. 

Each phase requires outreach with the goal of educating and engaging stakeholders on the 
technical and policy aspects of the GSP elements. The outreach and engagement for each phase 
will include a mix of communication tools, which are anticipated to be used in a variety of forums.  

SGMA REQUIREMENTS FOR STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH & 
ENGAGEMENT 

SGMA requires GSAs to consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater as 
a part of GSP development and implementation. Further, as is stated in Water Code Section 
10727.8, “The GSA shall encourage the active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and 
economic elements of the population within the groundwater basin prior to and during the 
development and implementation of the GSP.” In addition, the GSP Regulations require that 
GSAs document in a communications section of the GSP the opportunities for public 
engagement and active involvement of diverse social, cultural, and economic elements of the 
population within the basin. 

The Plan also identifies a variety of communication methods (see page 12) that will be 
employed to address the distinct interests of each group and provides a schedule of activities 
(see Appendix A) that clearly outlines the timeline for Plan implementation.  

RELEVANT PARTICIPANTS/POTENTIAL AUDIENCES IN THE 
SIERRA VALLEY BASIN  

Participating GSAs and Interagency Coordination 
There are two GSAs within the Sierra Valley Basin that are actively participating in GSP 
development: 

 Sierra Valley Groundwater Management District (District) 

 Plumas County 
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Most of the basin is within the jurisdiction of the District. However, there is a small section of the 
basin outside the jurisdiction of the District and within Plumas County. Consistent with Water 
Code Section 10727(b), the two GSAs intend to develop a single GSP covering the entire basin.  

While the GSAs are not required by SGMA to enter into a formal coordination agreement, the 
Sierra Valley Basin GSAs have entered into a voluntary interagency agreement in the form of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that specifies the GSAs’ intent to cooperatively 
implement SGMA. 

The lands in the basin within Plumas County, but outside the jurisdiction of the District, are also 
within the management jurisdiction of the federal government, or more specifically, United 
States Forest Service (USFS) lands of the Plumas National Forest (PNF). This area within Plumas 
County and under the jurisdiction of the PNF is also significant to California Native Americans, 
including native people of the Washoe, Paiute, and Maidu tribes, who have deep and enduring 
cultural connections to this area of the basin. Through stakeholder outreach and engagement, 
Plumas County may enter into agreements with California Native American tribes and/or PNF, if 
warranted. 

Interested Parties & Other Stakeholders 
As required by SGMA, the GSA must establish and maintain a list of interested parties and 
provide an explanation of how those interests will be considered when developing and 
implementing the GSP. Specifically, Water Code Section 10723.2 identifies the following parties 
that GSAs must consider, and these interests include, but are not limited to: 

• Agricultural users of groundwater  

• Domestic well owners  

• Municipal well operators  

• Public water systems  

• Land use planning agencies  

• Environmental uses of groundwater  

• Surface water users  

• The federal government  

• California Native American tribes  

• Disadvantaged communities (including those served by private domestic wells or small 
community water systems). 

Stakeholder Group Interests & Engagement Purpose 
The following table identifies the categories of stakeholder interests and the corresponding 
groups that will be the focus of the GSAs’ engagement efforts. The table also specifies the 
anticipated appropriate level of engagement for various stakeholder groups. 
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Table 1. Sierra Valley Stakeholder Group Interests &  
Purpose of Engagement  

Category of Interest  Stakeholder Groups  Anticipated Level of 
Engagement  

General Public  

• Citizens groups  
• Community leaders 
• Interested individual 
• Universities/Academia 

• Interested Individuals on 
Interested Parties List maintained 
by GSA 

• Upper Feather River Watershed 
Group 

Inform to improve public 
awareness of sustainable 
groundwater management  

Land Use  

• Municipalities  
• Local land use agencies 
• Regional land use agencies 
• Community Service 

Districts 

• City of Loyalton 
• Plumas County Planning 

Department 
• Sierra County Planning 

Department 

Consult and involve to ensure 
land use policies are supporting 
GSP and there are no conflicting 
policies between the GSAs / GSP 
and local government agencies 

Urban/ Commercial & Non-
Commercial Agricultural Users  

• Water agencies 
• Irrigation districts  
• Municipal water companies 
• Mutual water companies 
• Resource conservation 

districts  
• Farmers/Farm Bureaus  
• Water Districts 
• Water-users associations 
• Irrigated Lands Regulatory 

Program Coalition 

• Plumas-Sierra Farm Bureau 
• Plumas-Sierra Cattlemen’s 

Association 
• Plumas-Sierra Cattlewomen’s 

Association 
• Plumas-Sierra County Agricultural 

Commissioner 
• Plumas-Sierra University of 

California Cooperative Extension 
• Sierra Valley Grange #466 
• Sierra Valley Resource 

Conservation District (RCD) 
 

 

Inform and involve to ensure 
sustainable management of 
groundwater and consider 
viability of agricultural economy 

Other Commercial Users  

• Commercial and industrial 
self-suppliers  

• American Renewable Power Inform and involve in assessing 
impacts to users 

Environmental and Ecosystem 
Uses 

• Federal and State agencies 
• Wetland managers 
• Environmental groups 

• Plumas Audubon Society 
• The Nature Conservancy 
• Northern Sierra Partnership 
• Feather River Land Trust 
• Upper Feather River Watershed 

Group 
• California Dept of Fish & Wildlife, 

relative to Antelope Valley, 
Smithneck Creek, and Crocker 
Meadows Wildlife Areas 

Inform and involve to 
consider/incorporate potential 
ecosystem impacts to GSP 
process 
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Category of Interest  Stakeholder Groups  Anticipated Level of 
Engagement  

Surface Water Users 

• Irrigation Districts 
• Water Districts 
• Water users associations 
• Agricultural users 

• Sierra Valley Mutual Water Co 
• Little Last Chance Creek Water 

District 
• Middle Fork Feather River Decree 

3095  

Inform and involve to collaborate 
to ensure sustainable water 
supplies 

Economic Development  

• Chambers of commerce  
• Business 

groups/associations  
• Elected officials  
• State Assembly members  
• State Senators  
• Economic Development 

Team 

• Sierra Institute for Community & 
Environment 

• Sierra County Board of Supervisors 
• Plumas County Board of 

Supervisors 

Inform and involve to support a 
stable economy  

Human Right to Water  

• Disadvantaged 
communities 

• Small water systems  
• Environmental justice 

groups/community-based 
organizations  

• Domestic well owners 

• City of Loyalton 
• Sierra Brooks Water System 
• Sierra Water Works District #1 
• Private well owners 

Inform and involve to provide 
safe and secure groundwater 
supplies to all communities 
reliant on groundwater  

Tribes  

• Federally Recognized 
Tribes 

• Non-Federally Recognized 
Tribes 

• Washoe, Paiute and Maidu Tribes 
• California Tribal Water 

Commission 

Inform, involve and consult with 
tribal government  

Federal Lands 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

• U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
• U.S.  Army Corps of 

Engineers  
• U.S. Forest Service 

• Plumas National Forest  
• Tahoe National Forest 

Inform, involve and collaborate 
to ensure basin sustainability  

Integrated Water 
Management  

• Regional water 
management groups 
(IRWM regions)  

• Flood agencies 

• Upper Feather River Integrated 
Regional Water Management 
Group 

Inform, involve and collaborate 
to improve regional sustainability  
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DEFINING ANTICIPATED LEVEL OF ENGAGEMENT 

The following definitions intend to clarify the terms used in Table 1 and the anticipated level of 
engagement for various stakeholder groups. 

Inform: To provide stakeholders with balanced and objective information to assist them 
in understanding the problem, alternatives, opportunities, and/or solutions. This 
will be achieved primarily through public workshops throughout GSP 
development. 

Consult:  To obtain stakeholder feedback on analysis, alternatives, and/or decisions. The 
GSAs will keep stakeholders informed, will listen to and acknowledge stakeholder 
concerns, and provide feedback on how stakeholder input has been addressed in 
the GSP. There will be opportunities for stakeholder comments at public 
workshops, through surveys, and at the GSA meetings. 

Involve:  To work directly with stakeholders throughout the process to ensure that 
concerns are consistently understood and considered. This will be achieved 
through public workshops, surveys, GSA meetings, and targeted briefings, as 
warranted. 

Collaborate:  To partner and to seek advice and innovation in formulating solutions that can be 
incorporated into the GSP.  

COMMUNICATION & ENGAGEMENT FORUMS 

Public Meetings/Hearing 

Public meetings or hearings are formal opportunities for people to provide official comments on 
programs, plans, and proposals. District board meetings occur monthly and give stakeholders 
regular opportunities for consistent engagement with decision-makers in the basin. Since District 
meetings are public meetings that comply with the Ralph M. Brown Act, these meetings offer a 
forum for public comment on groundwater management in the basin more broadly as well as 
specifically on GSP planning.  SGMA requires that a public meeting be held prior to the adoption 
of a fee and that public hearings are held for the adoption of GSP elements and the final GSP. 
There are also constitutional requirements for public hearings for some fee/rate options. Public 
meetings and hearings are an important forum for people to share viewpoints and concerns, but 
often occur at the end of a process, when only one option is under consideration. The GSAs will 
hold required public meetings and hearings, but will also use less formal public workshops to 
solicit input, feedback, and information throughout the process.  

Public Notices 

In addition to the public notice required for fee adoption, SGMA requires that prior to initiating 
the development of a GSP, GSAs must provide a written statement describing the manner in 
which stakeholders may participate in the development and implementation of the GSP. The 
statement must be provided to any incorporated city in the basin and Sierra and Plumas counties.  



9 | P a g e  

Public Workshops 

The GSAs will convene public workshops. These workshops provide opportunities for people to 
learn about groundwater, SGMA, and GSP elements. Workshops can be organized in a variety of 
ways, including open houses, “stations” where people can ask questions one-on-one, and 
traditional presentations with facilitated question-and-answer sessions. In order to solicit 
feedback from people who may not be comfortable speaking in public, workshops can include 
small group breakout discussions, comment cards and other techniques. Whatever format is 
used, workshops will be designed to maximize opportunities for public input.  

Public workshops will serve as the primary means for stakeholders to learn about SGMA 
implementation in the basin and to participate in GSP planning. Workshops will occur at key 
points in the planning process to ensure that stakeholders have opportunities to provide input 
and give feedback on the GSP. Workshops also serve as a venue to reply to stakeholder comments 
on the GSP. The following table outlines the approximate number of workshops, the estimated 
timing of the workshops, and the expected purpose/topics that will be addressed at each 
workshop which is aligned with the scope and sequence in the development of required GSP 
elements. 

Table 2. Anticipated Workshop Schedule 
Workshop 
Number 

Estimated Timing of 
Workshop 

Primary Topics/Purpose 

1 October 2018 SGMA overview and milestones, SGMA implementation 
activities to date, GSP planning process timeline/work plan 
overview, identification of opportunities for stakeholders to 
participate in GSP planning (including, for example, siting of 
monitoring wells on property, registration of inactive wells, 
etc.)  

2 Fall 2019  • update the community on the planning grant, work plan, 
and schedule 

• receive presentation summarizing basin conditions other 
relevant information which forms the basis for preliminary 
basin setting 

• Solicit community input on preliminary basin setting 
results 

3 Fall 2020  • Input on sustainable management criteria, including the 
sustainability goals, undesirable results, minimum 
thresholds, measurable objectives, and interim 
milestones. 

• Begin projects and management actions discussion 
4 Spring 2021  • Continue projects and management actions discussion 

• Solicit comments on draft GSP sections 
5 Fall 2021 Response to stakeholder comments on draft GSP and provide 

comments/feedback on refined draft GSP 
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METHODS FOR STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT 

Outreach and communication efforts will take many forms, depending on the need (e.g., provide 
general background information, provide notice of upcoming public meetings). Communication 
methods will include, but are not be limited to the following: 

• Traditional media: When required or appropriate, press releases will be distributed to the 
media list in time to meet deadlines for local newspapers inform the general public (see Table 
3). 

• Website:  Background information, notice of public meetings, and information on GSP 
process and content will be posted on the District website 
(http://www.sierravalleygmd.org/sustainable-groundwater-management-act).   

• Interested Party List Updates: The District will collect the names and contact information of 
interested parties at monthly District board meetings and public workshops, at a minimum. 
Through targeted outreach, GSAs will build and refine the Interested Parties List. Information 
will be sent via email, via post or phone, as appropriate, to those who have provided their 
contact information.  

• Personal communication: Local GSA representatives, consultants and GSA officials will 
communicate directly with stakeholders (via email, telephone, U.S. mail, in person), as 
appropriate and necessary.  

• Meetings and workshops: Meetings and workshops will be conducted at various locations 
within the basin, and for various purposes (e.g., work groups, public meetings), as needed 
and appropriate.  

• On-line Surveys: To provide the greatest access possible to the greatest number of people, 
on-line surveys may be a useful stakeholder engagement tool to get a sense of stakeholder 
values as they relate to the development of sustainable management criteria and may be 
employed throughout the GSP development process.  

• Printed materials: Printed materials will be used throughout the GSP development process 
for increasing awareness and understanding. Materials may take many forms, including flyers 
to be posted and otherwise made available in public places at key milestones, educational 
materials provided at meetings, a limited number of hard copies of GSP documents as they 
become available, and meeting handouts to facilitate public understanding and participation.  
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Table 3. Print & Online Media Sources & Contact Information 

Media Source Contact 

Mountain Messenger (Don Russell) mtnmess@cwo.com; (Jill) 
yesdearyousuck@yahoo.com 

Plumas/Sierra Sustainable Farmers Guild Facebook Page 

Portola Reporter (Eva Small) esmall@plumasnews.com; (Debra 
Moore) Managing Editor, Feather Publishing 
dmoore@plumasnews.com 

Sierra Booster (Jan Buck) jbuck@psln.com 

Sierraville.org http://www.sierraville.org 

REFERENCE MATERIALS 

DWR has developed various reference materials about SGMA and GSP development. While not 
comprehensive, the below table lists some essential SGMA reference materials to aid with 
successful GSP development. 

Table 4. Reference Documents for SGMA Implementation 
Reference Document Titles Publishing 

Entity 
Date/ 

Year of 
Publication 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Emergency Regulations Guide 
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/California
CodeofRegulations?guid=I74F39D13C76F497DB40E93C75FC716AA&ori
ginationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(
sc.Default)&bhcp=1 

DWR July 2016 

Best Management Practices Documents: 
1. Monitoring Protocols Standards and Sites 
2. Monitoring Networks and Identification of Data Gaps 
3. Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model 
4. Water Budget 
5. Modeling 
6. Sustainable Management Criteria 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-
Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-
Guidance-Documents 

DWR 2016-2018 
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Reference Document Titles Publishing 
Entity 

Date/ 
Year of 

Publication 

Guidance Documents: 
1. Resource Guide for Climate Change Data and Guidance 
2. Guidance for Climate Change Data Use During Sustainability Plan 

Development 
3. Stakeholder Communications and Engagement 
4. Engagement with Tribal Governments 
5. GSP Annotated Outline 
6. Preparation Checklist for GSP Submittal 

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-
Groundwater-Management/Best-Management-Practices-and-
Guidance-Documents 

DWR 2016-2018 

EVALUATION & ASSESSMENT 

Any communication strategy should include opportunities to check in at various points during 
implementation to ensure that it is meeting the communication and engagement goals and 
complying with SGMA. This plan is expected to change over time to accurately reflect 
communications and engagement through the GSP planning process.  

These periodic check-ins can include: 

• What worked well? 

• What didn’t work as planned? 

• Lessons learned. 

• Making changes and developing mid-course corrections. 
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Sierra Valley Groundwater Basin  
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Implementation  

2019-2022 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 
Acronyms: 

• PT= GSP Project Team 

• GSA= Groundwater Sustainability Agency(ies)—Referring to SVGMD and Plumas County 

• Sub= SVGMD Board Subcommittee 

• C= Consultant(s) 

• DWR= California Department of Water Resources 

• TSS= Technical Support Services Program (DWR) 

• PW= Public Workshop 
Month/Year Meetings/Milestones Key Topics & Actions 
January 
2019 

• GSP Project Team (monthly) 1. PT: Clarify GSP Work Plan priorities and next steps 
2. PT: Refine work plan to incorporate draft GSP 

development progress 
February 
2019 

• GSP Project Team (monthly) 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 

(monthly) 
• Tribal-FS Meeting 

1. GSA: Approve coordination agreement between SVGMD 
and Plumas County 

2. PT: Review GSP draft sections (Chapter 1 and Land 
Subsidence) to help identify data, technical, and resource 
gaps to inform development of GSP grant application work 
plan. 

March-April 
2019 

• GSP Project Team (monthly) 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 

(monthly) 
• SVGMD Board Planning 

Subcommittee 
• Initiating Planning Grant 

1. C: Bachand & Associates recharge study report findings 
presentation to SVGMD Board of Directors at March board 
meeting. 

2. PT/GSA: GSP Project team present preliminary 
subsidence presentation to the SVGMD Board of Directors 
at April Board meeting. 

May-August 
2019 

• GSP Project Team (monthly) 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 

(monthly) 
• SVGMD Board Planning 

Subcommittee 
o Defining Programs 

and Priorities for 
funding 

1. PT with Burkhard Bohm: Compile existing basin setting 
information (technical information associated with basin 
conditions) to compare to GSP requirements and identify 
data, technical, and resource gaps to inform development 
of GSP grant proposal. 

2. C/PT/Sub: Establish schedule for subcommittee meetings 
(to begin meeting in June). 

3. PT/Sub/GSA: Present PSP requirements and activities 
and timeline for completion of proposal to SVGMD Board 
of Directors at June-July Board meetings. 

4. PT: Prepare draft comments to DWR on draft PSP 
5. PT/GSA: Present draft PSP comments to SVGMD at June 

board meeting and receive input.  
6. PT/GSA: Incorporate SVGMD and Plumas County 

comments and finalize comments on draft PSP and submit 
to DWR. 

7. DWR: Release Phase 2 final Basin Prioritization results. 
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Month/Year Meetings/Milestones Key Topics & Actions 
8. TSS (GSA/DWR): Complete agreement with landowners 

for entry permit on land for TSS multi-completion well 
installation. 

9. TSS (GSA/DWR): Complete environmental documentation 
for TSS multi-completion well application. 

September- 
October 
2019 

• GSP Project Team (monthly) 
• SVGMD Board Planning 

Subcommittee 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 

(monthly) 

1. TSS (DWR): Prepare agreements with landowner, drilling 
contractor, SVGMD. 

2. TSS: Begin construction on multi-completion well. 
3. DWR: Release of final PSP for GSP planning grant 

program (release date 9/9/19). 
4. C/PT/GSA/Sub: Attend DWR informational webinar 

(9/18/19), draft GSP grant proposal, present progress 
updates and receive input and comments at SVGMD 
monthly board meetings and subcommittee meetings, 
incorporate GSA input.  

5. Pass SVGMD board resolution for GSP planning grant 
submission (October SVGMD board meeting). 

November- 
December 
2019 

• GSP Project Team  
• SVGMD Board Meeting 
• Finalizing Planning Grant 
• Public Workshop  

1. Submit GSP planning grant to DWR (November 15, 2019). 
2. GSA/PT: Plan for fall public workshop. 
3. PW:  Public workshop (early December). 

January-
March 2020 

• GSP Project Team (note- 
committee structure may be 
redefined at this point) 

• SVGMD Board Meeting 

1. C: Release of groundwater study report. 
2. DWR: Announce draft & final GSP grant awards, work with 

DWR on pre-contracting. 
3. GSA/PT: Draft and review RFP(s) for any needed GSP 

consulting services as per the GSP grant application and 
determine process for consultant selection. 

4. DWR: Release Project Solicitation Package for GSP 
Implementation Grants. 

April-June 
2020 

• GSP Project Team 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 

 

1. GSA/PT: Finalize RFP(s) for consulting services and 
release.  

2. GSA/PT: Respond to consulting team questions before 
proposal submission. 

3. GSA: Receive consultant proposals, conduct interviews 
and select consultant(s). 

4. GSA: Contract with selected consultant(s) 
5. C/PT/GSA: Monitoring protocols 
6. C/PT/GSA: Maps 
7. C/PT/GSA: Water Resource Monitoring and Management 

Programs 
8. C/PT/GSA: Description of Plan Area 
9. C/PT/GSA: Draft Basin Setting results 
10. C/PT/GSA: Monitoring networks 
11. PW: Stakeholder feedback on basin 

conditions/undesirable results 
July-
September 
2020 

• GSP Project Team 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 

1. C/PT/GSA: Land use elements and plans 
2. C/PT/GSA: Additional GSP Elements including, but not 

limited to, impacts on Groundwater Dependent 
Ecosystems 
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Month/Year Meetings/Milestones Key Topics & Actions 
October-
December 
2020 

• GSP Project Team 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 
• SGMA Public Workshop 

1. C/PT/GSA: Representative monitoring 
2. C/PT/GSA/PW: Sustainability goal 
3. C/PT/GSA/PW: Measurable objectives 
4. C/PT/GSA/PW: Minimum Thresholds 

January-
March 2021 

• GSP Project Team 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 
• SGMA Public Workshop 

1. C/PT/GSA: Assessment and improvement of monitoring 
network 

2. C/PT/GSA: Sustainability goal 
3. C/PT/GSA: Measurable objectives (what conditions are 

desirable) 
4. C/PT/GSA: Minimum Thresholds (what conditions are 

unacceptable) 
5. C/PT/GSA/PW: Projects and Management Actions 

April-June 
2021 

• GSP Project Team 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 
• SGMA Public Workshop 

1. C/PT/GSA: Projects and Management Actions 
2. C/PT/GSA/PW: Draft GSP for public Comment 

July-
September 
2021 

• GSP Project Team 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 

1. C/PT/GSA: Response to public comments 

October-
December 
2021 

• GSP Project Team 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 
• SGMA Public Workshop 

1. C: Incorporate public comments and prepare final review 
draft GSP 

2. PT/GSA: Final review of GSP 
3. C: Prepare final draft of GSP 
4. GSA: GSAs adopt resolutions in support of GSP 

January 
2022 

• GSP Project Team 
• SVGMD Board Meeting 

1. GSA: Submit GSP to DWR via SGMA Portal 
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Consistent with Water Code Section 10720.3, the federal government or any federally recognized 
Indian Tribe, may voluntarily agree to participate in the preparation or administration of a GSP 
through a joint powers authority or other agreement with local agencies in the basin. A 
participating tribe shall be eligible to participate fully in planning, financing, and management. 
Additionally, SGMA identifies California tribes (including those that are not federally recognized) 
as possible beneficial users whose interests shall be considered in GSP development and 
implementation. 

The Plumas National Forest lands within Plumas County but outside of the District’s boundary 
are considered important to area tribes. During the stakeholder assessment, Plumas County 
clarified that it would take the lead on tribal outreach and engagement. Those activities may 
include the following: 

Outreach Steps—Phase I 

1. Plumas County will conduct an initial, informal communication with tribal primary points of 
contact to clarify interest in communicating formally regarding SGMA and tribal interests; 
request advice about appropriate avenues for outreach; and identify next steps. In the event a 
tribal representative cannot be contacted within a responsible timeframe, Plumas County will 
consult with DWR’s Office of Tribal Policy Advisor for guidance (Anecita Agustinez, DWR Tribal 
Policy Advisor - Anecita.Agustinez@water.ca.gov). 

2. Following successful initial communication with the Native American tribes, Plumas County 
will facilitate the implementation of the next steps identified in #3. Actions may include 
preparation of a formal letter from the Plumas County Board of Supervisors to each of the tribes, 
involvement of the District with the tribes, development of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) and/or establishing a consultation framework. 

Outreach Steps – Phase II 

Contingent on Phase I outcomes. 

Relevant DWR Information 

SGMA Section 10720.3. …any federally recognized Indian Tribe, appreciating the shared 
interest in assuring the sustainability of groundwater resources, may voluntarily agree to 
participate in the preparation or administration of a groundwater sustainability plan or 
groundwater management plan under this part through a joint powers authority or other 
agreement with local agencies in the basin. A participating Tribe shall be eligible to 
participate fully in planning, financing, and management under this part, including eligibility 
for grants and technical assistance, if any exercise of regulatory authority, enforcement, or 
imposition and collection of fees is pursuant to the Tribe's independent authority and not 
pursuant to authority granted to a groundwater sustainability agency under this part.  
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Draft Discussion Paper Tribal Participation with Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/pdfs/SGMA_Tribal_GSAs.pdf  

Must a local agency exclude federal and tribal lands from its service area when forming a 
GSA? 

No, federal lands and tribal lands need not be excluded from a local agency’s GSA area if a 
local agency has jurisdiction in those areas; however, those areas are not subject to SGMA. 
But, a local agency in its GSA formation notice shall explain how it will consider the interests 
of the federal government and California Native American tribes when forming a GSA and 
developing a GSP. DWR strongly recommends that local agencies communicate with federal 
and tribal representatives prior to deciding to become a GSA. As stated in Water Code 
§10720.3, the federal government or any federally recognized Indian tribe, appreciating the 
shared interest in assuring the sustainability of groundwater resources, may voluntarily agree 
to participate in the preparation or administration of a GSP or groundwater management 
plan through a JPA or other agreement with local agencies in the basin. Water Code 
References: §10720.3, §10723.2, §10723.8 

Tribal Outreach Resources 

The following are links to agency tribal outreach resources and considerations, each of which 
captures important principles and resources for tribal outreach. A short summary of key 
outreach principles can be found below. 

♦ Draft Discussion Paper Tribal Participation with Groundwater Sustainability Agencies 

♦ CalEPA Tribal Consultation Policy Memo (August 2015) 

♦ DWR Tribal Engagement Policy (May 2016) 

♦ CA Natural Resources Agency Tribal Consultation Policy (November 2012) 

♦ SWRCB Proposed Tribal Beneficial Uses 

♦ CA Court Tribal Outreach and Engagement Strategies 

♦ Traditional Ecological Knowledge resources 

♦ Water Education Foundation Tribal Water Issues 

Key Outreach Principles 

♦ Engage early and often 

♦ Consider tribal beneficial uses in decision-making (identified by region here); identify and 
seek to protect tribal cultural resources 

♦ Share relevant documentation with tribal officials 

♦ Conduct meetings at times convenient for tribal participation with ample notifications 

♦ Request relevant process input/data/information from tribes 
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♦ Empower tribes to act as tribal cultural resources caretakers 

♦ Designate a tribal liaison(s) where appropriate  

♦ Share resources for tribal involvement as is feasible 

♦ Develop MOUs where relevant 

♦ Be mindful of the traditions and cultural norms of tribes in the area 

Key Outreach Partners/Liaisons 

The following are potential partners for Sierra Valley tribal SGMA outreach: 

♦ California Indian Water Commission, Inc.  

♦ DWR Office of Tribal Advisor 

♦ DWR Regional Office 
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