
SIERRA VALLEY GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

REGULAR BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

SIERRA CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

81059 HIGHWAY 70 BECKWOURTH, CA 96129 
Monday, November 17, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
This meeting will also be available via Zoom Teleconferencing: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87847235864?pwd=YWFYaTErR1BUTjA3cHFiOHUvRTcydz09 

Meeting ID:  
878 4723 5864 

Passcode:  
647657 

By Phone:  
+1 (669) 900-9128  

 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL OF DIRECTORS 

Chairman Grandi called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM  
Directors present: Grandi, Roberti, Goicoechea, Ramelli, Roen, Kilmurray, Ceresola 
Directors absent: none 
Also present: Judie Talbot, Joel Barnard, Bryan Davey, Ben Volk  
Via Zoom: Jim Thomas, Rebecca Smith, Jay Huebert, Steve Reich, Tracey Ferguson, Betsy Elzufon, Dwight 
Smith, Gus Tolley, Tracy Schohr, Bill Copren, Carl Butz, Laura Foglia, Liam, John, Michael 

 

2) PUBLIC COMMENT OPPORTUNITY – limited to 5 minutes per speaker 

At this time, members of the public may comment on any item not appearing on the agenda. Under state law, 
matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon by the Sierra Valley Groundwater 
Management District Board of Directors at this time. 

There were no public comments.  

3) REPORTS 

A. Meter Technician Report – Jay Huebert 

Huebert took readings on November 1. He reported that the majority of monitoring well levels are continuing 
to recover, minus the few exceptions that always drop for a couple more months and then recover.  There 
was no pumping in October. Huebert will be taking off two meters soon at Green Gulch for the winter.  The 
total pumping report for water year 24/25 will be provided at next month’s meeting.  

 

B. DWR Update – Debbie Spangler 

Spangler was unable to attend the meeting.  

 

C. GSP Facilitator Update – Judie Talbot 

Judie Talbot, GSP Facilitator, shared that the Planning Committee would like to hold a TAC meeting in 
February to provide an analysis of implementation projects. She will send the information to the interested 
parties list and will have an overview of the stakeholder outreach conducted at the fair available on the 
District’s website.  

 

D. LWA Team Project Update – Laura Foglia 

Laura Foglia, GSP Project Manager, informed the Board that the LWA team is working on the annual report 
and the five-year periodic evaluation in order to get as much done as possible with available grant funds. 
Most of the construction work is done for the recharge projects near Loyalton.   
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Ben Volk, Vice-President of J-U-B Engineers, shared that the two diversion structures at Griffin’s are done, as 
is one diversion structure at Potter’s.  The flume at Staverville is also done and is set up for constant 
monitoring.  A dry well will be installed at Potter’s soon, but there is not enough remaining funds for a second 
dry well. He said Hauff Excavation has done a good job.  
To accommodate the schedule of Sierra County Public Works’ representative, Chairman Grandi moved 
ahead to agenda item 4C and then returned to the regular agenda order following that discussion.   

 

E. Stetson & DRI Team Project Update – Steve Reich/Jim Thomas 

Steve Reich, Principal of Stetson Engineers, reported that the Stetson/DRI team is focused on the project 
report, as well as working closely with LWA on in-lieu recharge projects.  Joel Barnard shared that 14 of 17 
ranches in the Sierra Valley have worked with Stetson to implement irrigation efficiency projects. The 
remaining three ranches either opted out or did not respond. Of the irrigation efficiency funds under DWR 
grant component 4c, $470k has been spent on completed projects, $286k has been committed to projects, 
and $233k has been assigned to proposed projects, leaving $11k for contingency costs.  Barnard said 
neatMon will be installing a weather station at Bar One and that Grissom and Goodwin Ranch are also 
interested.   

 

4) DISCUSSIONS/ACTIONS 

A. Plumas/Sierra County Well Permit Application Review (if any) 

There was one application approved for a domestic well in Chilcoot.   

 

B. City of Loyalton Letter re: Public Water System 

The Board Chairman shared that the City of Loyalton sent a letter to the District expressing interest in drilling 
another well.  The Board directed staff to respond with a letter asking for more detailed information and 
justification for a well, and to ask that a City representative please attend an SVGMD meeting to answer 
questions pertaining to the project.   

 

C. Loyalton Landfill Groundwater Conditions + Monitoring Concerns Letter 

Bryan Davey, Director of Transportation with Sierra County Public Works, sent a letter to the District noting 
the recharge activities near the landfill.  The County has concerns about the projects affecting water around 
the landfill and having a negative impact on their operations.  Dwight Smith, Principal Hydrogeologist for UES, 
responded to the County’s letter prior to tonight’s meeting to address their concerns.  Davey reported that the 
County is satisfied with the response and noted that their concerns are seemingly being addressed.  He 
would like to keep the lines of communication open and is pleased that both the District and the County will be 
monitoring the area closely.   

 

D. US Geomatics Elevation Surveying Results – Dwight Smith 

Dwight Smith reviewed the results from US Geomatics’ elevation surveying with the Board. This is the third 
year they have taken October measurements.  Smith said the land elevations look pretty stable and that out 
of eleven sites, only two show changes outside the margin of error (~0.5 inches).  The results show that over 
the last three years there’s been very modest land surface elevation change, and that Site 11 has been 
showing a consistent rise in elevation. Recent satellite data also suggests no land surface changes. These 
results will be included in the 5-year periodic evaluation.  

 

E. Small GSA Coalition Cost Share Agreement – Betsy Elzufon 

Betsy Elzufon, LWA Associate, had a follow-up conversation with the Board from the previous meeting about 
a small GSA coalition that is advocating for reducing GSP burdens for small GSAs. $3.5M of Prop 4 funding 
has been allocated to small GSAs.  The coalition was previously funded by one of the participating agencies, 
but to make the group sustainable they want participating GSAs to split the cost.  The cost per GSA is 
dependent on the number of participants, but it is not expected to exceed $6,000/year.  Tracey Ferguson, 
Plumas County Planning Director, shared that the agreement was reviewed by District Counsel. He had no 
substantive comment other than to point out the ¾ majority vote language.  Elzufon responded that the 
coalition was concerned about obtaining 100% participation in meetings, which is why they set the vote at ¾ 
for approval.  The Board can join for the first six months of 2026 and then withdraw on July 1st if they no 
longer wish to participate.  Director Grandi pointed out that when the current DWR grant ends, there will still 
be operational GSP costs this would help cover.  
Director Goicoechea moved to join the GSA Coalition if there are delayed payment options, Director Roen 2nd, 
motion passed, all in favor.  



F. DWR Grant Funding Status Update and Invoice Forecast  

The Board clerk shared funding concerns with the Directors.  The last DWR invoice took three months to 
receive the check.  A new invoice has recently been submitted to DWR, but if that also takes three months it 
will be received at the end of the grant period.  There are unpaid equipment and installation invoices for 
irrigation efficiency projects, and the clerk is concerned vendors and contractors will not continue work if 
invoices are not paid in a timely manner. The Board directed staff to ask Plumas Bank about bridge loan 
options and to ask DWR if the grant will cover loan interest fees.  

 

G. Isaacs & Assoc. Q-40433 for $27,360.29 for D&S Pump 1 (equipment)  

H. Your H2O Pro Estimate for D&S Ranch Pump 1 (installation) 

Items G and H are for pump 1 materials and installation at D&S Ranch.   

 

Director Goicoechea made a motion to approve items H and G (Isaacs Q-40433 for $27,360.29 and Your 
H2O Pro Estimate 1484 for $50,300), Director Roen 2nd, motion passed, all in favor. 

 

I. Isaacs & Assoc. Q-40435 for $52,932.14 for D&S Well 11 Ditch Pump 

J. Your H2O Pro Estimate for D&S Well 11 Ditch Pump (installation) 

Items I and J are for well 11 materials and installation at D&S Ranch.   
 

Director Roen made a motion to approve items I and J (Isaacs Q-40435 for $52,932.14 and Your H2O Pro 
Estimate 1485 for $83,700), Director Ramelli 2nd, motion passed, all in favor. 

 

K. Your H2O Pro Est. 1474 for $99,053 for Williams Recharge Installation 

This is for installation of recharge project materials at Bryan Williams’.   
 

Director Goicoechea made a motion to approve Your H2O Pro Estimate 1474 for $99,053, Director Roen 2nd, 
motion passed, all in favor. 

 

L. PSREC Estimate for Williams Electrical Service Upgrade for Recharge 

This is for a new transformer to meet the increased power demand for the recharge project at Bryan Williams’.   
 

Director Roen made a motion to approve the PSREC estimate with a not to exceed limit of $18,000, Director 
Ramelli 2nd, motion passed, all in favor. 

 

M. PSREC Estimate for D&S Pipeline Electrical Service Upgrade 

This estimate exceeds the project’s remaining budget.  No action was taken.  

 

N. Your H2O Pro Estimate for D&S Ranch Pipeline/Pump Installation 

This estimate exceeds the project’s remaining budget.  No action was taken.  

 

O. Isaacs & Assoc. Q-40461 for $51,732.41 for Goicoechea River Screen/Pipe 

Director Roen made a motion to approve Isaacs Quote 40461 for $51,732.41, Director Roberti 2nd, motion 
passed, Directors Ramelli, Roberti, Grandi, Kilmurray, Roen, and Ceresola in favor. Director Goicoechea 
abstained.  

 

P. J.W. Kerns Estimate for $196,883.79 for Bar One Pipeline Equip. + Install 

Director Roen made a motion to approve J.W. Kerns’ Estimate for $196,883.79, dependent on available funds 
and agreement from the landowner that they will provide the installation labor, Director Roberti 2nd, motion 
passed, all in favor. 

 

Q. JW Kerns Estimate for D&S Ranch Pipeline Equipment + Installation 

This estimate exceeds the project’s remaining budget.  No action was taken.  
 

 

 



5) CONSENT CALENDAR 

All items on the Consent Calendar shall be considered routine and will be enacted by one roll call vote.  There 
will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Board member requests that specific items be removed 
from the Consent Calendar for separate action.  Any item removed from the consent calendar will be 
considered after the regular business items.   

A. Approval of The Minutes as Read/Distributed for 10/20/25 

B. Approve payment of bills and finance reports 

1. J.W. Kerns #TC2509-19 for $34,934.42 for HS Wheel Line 

2. Your H2O Pro #6831 for $4,570 for Potter Pivot/Wheel Line 

3. Isaacs #56919 for $7,003.60 for Goicoechea Wheel Line 

4. Isaacs #56920 for $27,499.26 for Grandi Pipeline 

5. Isaacs #56950 for $35,862.67 for D&S Pivot Sprinkler Pkgs (x7) 

6. Isaacs #56951 for $5,023.89 for Williams Pivot Sprinkler Pkg 

7. Isaacs #56958 for $1,598.21 for Grandi Pipeline  

8. Isaacs #56957 for $15,609.14 for LLCC Recharge Project 

9. neatMon #1328 for $3,067.35 for Goicoechea Sensors Install 

10. neatMon #1330 for $3,067.35 for Bar One Sensors Installation 

11. neatMon #1343 for $4,601.03 for D&S Sensors Installation 

12. neatMon #1348 for $7,572.73 for Weather Station  

13. neatMon #1349 for $2,215.37 for Weather Station Installation  

14. US Geomatics #4546 for $5,500 for Subsidence Mon. Surveying 

 

Director Roen made a motion to approve the consent calendar as presented, Director Ceresola 2nd, motion 
passed, Directors Ramelli, Roberti, Kilmurray, Roen, and Ceresola in favor. Directors Grandi and Goicoechea 
abstained.  

 

6) ADJOURNMENT  

Director Grandi adjourned the meeting at 8:20 PM           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Gant, Board Clerk 


