
2014 SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER 
MANAGEMENT ACT 

WHAT IT MEANS FOR SIERRA VALLEY 



SGMA – THE BASICS 

• THERE ARE 517 CALIFORNIA GROUNDWATER BASINS 

• BASINS RANKED ON A VARIETY OF CRITERIA – POPULATION, DEPENDENCE ON 

GW, DECLINING OR DEGRADED GW, ETC. 

• CRITICAL OVERDRAFT BASINS 

• MEDIUM AND HIGH PRIORITY 

• LOW AND VERY LOW PRIORITY 

• GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY (GSA) FORMATION BY 6/30/17 

• GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLANS – 2020 OR 2022, DEPENDING ON 

PRIORITY RANKING 

SVGMD GSA Formation  

Public Hearing: 

March 13, 2017 5:30 p.m., 

Golden West, Loyalton 



SIERRA VALLEY & SGMA 

• SIERRA VALLEY CURRENTLY RANKED MEDIUM-PRIORITY 

• HIGHER SIERRA VALLEY RANKING ISSUES INCLUDE: 

• GROUNDWATER RELIANCE 

• IRRIGATED ACREAGE 

• GROUNDWATER IMPACTS: 

• DECLINING GW LEVELS 

• DECLINING/DECLINED ARTESIAN WELLS 

• QUALITY – REPORTS OF BORON, FLUORIDE, ARSENIC AND SODIUM 

• NEW CRITERIA AND SCORES COMING THIS SUMMER 



MOST OF THE SV BASIN 
IS WITHIN SVGMD 

Except… 



GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLANS 

• GOAL OF ACT IS TO HAVE NO “UNDESIRABLE RESULTS” WITHIN 20 YEARS 

• CHRONIC LOWERING OF GW LEVELS 

• REDUCTION IN GW STORAGE 

• SEAWATER INTRUSION 

• DEGRADED WATER QUALITY 

• LAND SUBSIDENCE 

• DEPLETIONS OF INTERCONNECTED SURFACE WATERS IMPACTING SURFACE WATER 

BENEFICIAL USES 

• PLAN DUE JANUARY 31, 2022 FOR MEDIUM-PRIORITY BASINS 



THERE IS MUCH WORK TO BE DONE 

• ENGAGING STAKEHOLDERS 

• ANSWERING QUESTIONS: 

• WHAT DOES OUR DATA TELL US? 

• WHAT DO WE STILL NEED TO KNOW? 

• MEASURABLE GOALS? 

• WHAT TOOLS, ACTIONS AND PRACTICES WILL HELP US REACH SUSTAINABILITY / PREVENT 

UNDESIRABLE CONDITIONS? 

• DEVELOPING THE PLAN 



TIMELINE 

• SVGMD GSA PUBLIC HEARING – MARCH 13, 2017 

• GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY (GSA) FORMATION – BY JUNE 30, 2017 

• NEW SCORES AND RANKING CRITERIA – SUMMER 2017 (ESTIMATED) 

• SIERRA VALLEY GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN ADOPTED – BY JAN. 31, 2022 

• DWR AND 60-DAY PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD ON PLAN AFTER LOCAL ADOPTION 

• ANNUAL REPORTING – APRIL 1 EACH YEAR 

• PLAN RE-EVALUATION/UPDATES EVERY FIVE YEARS 

• OPERATING SUSTAINABLY – 2042 



More info          http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/ 



SIGN UP TO RECEIVE STAKEHOLDER UPDATES 

• JENNY GANT HAS A SIGN-UP SHEET TODAY 

• CONTACT THE DISTRICT ANY TIME: 

• EMAIL: SIERRAVALLEYGMD@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

• PHONE:  530-428-5002 We need your 

participation 

mailto:sierravalleygmd@sbcglobal.net

